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WILLIAM CARYL, ESQ, 


1 0 
SIR JAMES DAVENANT. 


LRoOM depth of ſorrow to exceſs 
of joy !---from hopeleſs anxiety to 
chearful expectation from pangs of 
neglected love to brighteſt proſpects of 
inexpreſſible happineſs! ſuch, Davenant, 
are the changes which have taken place 
Vor. III. B . 
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in the fate and ſortunes of your enrap- 
tured Caryl, in ſeven auſpicious days! 
hear and rejoice, nor rejoice alone ! 
-=-find out ten diſtreſſed families, who 
have ſat at good men's tables,” and 
reſtore comfort to their own, by divid- 
ing among them, in equal proportions, 
one thouſand pounds, for which I in- 
dcloſe a draft on Coutts; it is an act of 
thankſgiving, an oblation of praiſe! _ 
"Communicate this intelligence in- 
ſtantly to Habimah, and her three wor- 
thy and happy children---intelligence !_ 
---bear with me, Davenant, I am not 
very wiſe, or very ſober, at this preſent 
writing a little mad---only an ecſtacy 
of 1 me 1 55 it e iy 

to--- * 
* have taken a compeling draught, | 
oy feel 9 OY ana 3 but, 
leſt 
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leſt the lucid interval ſhould be of ſhort 
duration, and as I rather doubt its con- 
tinuance, let me give you an abſtract 
from this volume of eventful hiſtory,” 
Travelling, as Frenchmen travel, 
with much haſte, and little expedition, 
we arrived at the manſion of my com- 
panion, on the evening of the third 
day after our departure from the capi- 
tal, and were received with great cor- 
diality, by an amiable and truly reſ- 
pectable lady, the mother of my new 
friend, whoſe manners and appearance 
fully anſwered the expectations which 
had been raiſed by the repeated eulogies 
of a dutiful, affectionate, and grateful 
. ES 185 
As the Marquis had given me ſome 
hints of a love attachment, his impa- 
tience for the approach. of morning, 
0 excited 
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excited no ſurprize; but, when he came 
early to my bed fide, and preſſed me to 
accompany him, in a viſit, to the fair 
object of his regards, who, he aſſured 
me, was not only herſelf an Engliſh - 
woman, but had with her a dear friend, 
the companion of her youth, from the 
fame country; J felt emotions of too 
tender a nature to admit of my com- 
pliance with his requeſt---Engliſhwo- 
men, in France !---and receiving the 
addreſſes of natives !---< oh! no, my 
good friend, you muſt excuſe me; my 
ſpirits are neither in union with love, 
or tuned to gallantry; may you enjoy 
pleaſures of which I am incapable !” 

I took the opportunity of his abſence 
to ſurvey a noble caſtle, of antient 
conſtruction, and a beautiful demeſne ; 


and I rejoiced in the approaching feli- 
95 . city 
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city of the deſerving owner, whilſt a 
ſigh of regret eſcaped me, approximating 
ſo nearly to a mental complaint of 
cruel and undeſerved fatality, that I 
determined to return to my apartment, 
and dreſs, that I might ſuppreſs the 

riſing impatience, by a viſit to the lady- 
mother of my friend. 

I was engaged in this occupation, 
when the Marquis entered my dreſſing- 
room, and informing me that, as I had 
refuſed to attend the ladies at their 
habitation, they had kindly confented 
to accompany him to the caſtle; the 

miſtreſs of his heart to gratify his wiſhes, 
ana her friend, as ſhe herſelf declared, 
in obedience to the dictates of her own 
curioſity, which demanded her acqui- 
eſcence with the propoſal, in terms too 
peremptory to be refuſed ; he deſired [- 
| B 3 | that \ 
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that he might immediately introduce 
me to a pair of my countrywomen, one 
of whom had completely ſubdued his 
heart, and the other, he hoped, would 
_ exert her irreſiſtible influence over 
mine. ; 

It was with the utmoſt reluctance 
that I yielded to his ſolicitations ; but 
1 could not, with any colour of civility, 
refuſe to be at his diſpoſition in the 
houſe where I was his gueſt; and J, 
therefore, permitted him to lead me to 
his mother's apartment, where he pre- 
ſented me to the only perſon we found 
there, as an Engliſhman with whom he 
had formed a friendſhip, which he pro- 
feſſed was highly flattering to himſelf, 
and would, he truſted, be approved by 
her, and conſidered as an earneſt of his 
zeal to attach himſelf to the worth and 

honor, 


„. % Ll at mia TM 


honor, as well as to the beauty and accom- 
pliſhments of a nation, to which he was 
indebted for proſpects of happineſs, 
which he muſt have ſought for in yain 
in any other corner of the globe. 

As I was now ſatisfied, that the lady 
before me was the intended Marchioneſs, 
J conceived, rather with pleaſure than 
diſſatisfaction, that my expectation of 
finding a companion with her, was 
founded on ſome miſapprehenſion; and 
I was preparing, with no ſmall degree 
of complacency, to ſecond the addreſs 
of my friend, when the door opened, 
and —— in ſomewhat leſs than ten mi- 
nutes, I had recovered enough of reaſon 
to perceive, that I ſupported the ftill 
breathleſs form of — — Juliana Mon- 
teville I!!! 
B 4 You 
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Lou will obſerve, my dear Davenant, 
but you have too much ſenſe to com- 
plain, that I have given you no account 
of this meeting; in good truth it has 
been an omiſſion of neceſſity ; and, as 
I am only indebted to the bye-ſtanders 
for accounts of it, I do not chule to re- 
capitulate ſuch ſecond-hand evidence; 
ſuffice it to ſay, that, in one hour from 
the moment of my beatification, my be- 
loved Juliana was ſo perfectly reſtored. 
to compoſure, as to be capable of giv- 
ing and receiving explanations of thoſe 
myſterious circumſtances, which had 
_ overwhelmed with wretchedneſs your 
now unhappy friend, and affected the 
heart of the gentle Juliana, with a de- 
gree of anxiety which ſhe is too inge- 

nuous to conccal. 
| Soon 
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Boon after my departure from India, 
the public papers announced the death 
of a nephew of Mr. Caryl, and mentioned 
the iſland of Madeira, as the place of 
his deceaſe ; and, as no name was added 
to the deſcription, and it was Known 
that I was then on my paſſage to Aſia, 
it was generally reported, and univerſally 
believed, that I had fallen a ſacrifice to 


- he change of climate, and the horrors 


of a voyage, ſuppoſed to have been 
undertaken wath very little inclinatian 
on my part; nor were my father, and 
his iriends, forward to contradict a ru- 
mour, which they believed might aſſiſt 
their purpoſes, by being the occaſion of 
my making ſuch a diſpoſition of my 
heart and hand, as would eflectually 
Y ſuppreſs every hope 1 might entertain, 
that a ears however diſtant, might 
B 5 prelent 
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preſent itſelf, of effecting an union, which 
every branch of the family now con- 
curred to oppoſe, = 
This report having reached the ears 
of Mr. Monteville, was, by him, ex- 
ultingly communicated to his lovely 
daughter; and that haughty parent dy- 
ing very ſhortly after, and leaving his 
lady, and only child, in circumſtances 
unequal to their rank in life, they retired 
to the continent, and, fixing their reſi- 
dence in the vicinity of the caſtle of 
*Suzaincourt, from the ſeignory of which 
*my friend, the Marquis, derives his title, 
an intimacy commenced between the two 
amiable families, which has ripened into 
a friendſhip worthy of ſuch admirable 
characters; and this circumſtance gave 
birth to that report of her marriage, 
which has ſubjected your friend to many 
1 hours 
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hours of woe, my own family affording 
eager credence to a tale ſo perfectly 
correſpondent to their wiſhes, and broach- 
ing to me the unwelcome intelligence, 
with comments ſuited to the ſuppoſed 
occaſion. 

Nor could my ſweet Juliana gather 
from the accounts publiſhed in the Eng- 
liſh news-papers (with which I find ſhe 
was furnithed from Paris) of my recep- 
tion at the court of the Nabob, and my 
ſubſequent proceedings, the ſlighteſt in- 
formation of my being ſtill an inhabitant 
of the terreſtrial globe, as in all thoſe 
accounts the name of Caryl,, for which, 
at the requeſt of my uncle, I had ex- 
changed that of Falconer, had been 


eonſtantly uſed ; and the well knew that: 


a geatleman, of the former name, who: 
ſtood in the lame degree of affinity to 
KS 0 
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my uncle, as myſelf, had been long re- 
ſident in Bengal, and entertained no 
doubt, that, on my death, the commil- 
ſion with which I had been charged, was 
transferred to this relation, I 
Thus you ſee, my dear Davenant, 
we have both been cruelly deceived ; 
and, but for this accidental, and thrice 
happy connection with the Marquis de 
Suxaincourt, the gentle ſpirit of my 
Juliana would ſtill have brooded over 
the misfortune of my untimely death, 
Whilſt I had continued to deplore her 
infidelity, and to ſeek relief from un- 
ſpeakable anguiſh, by forming conjec- 
tures as to the means by which ſhe had 
been betrayed into a breach of vows, ſo 
often and ſo ſolemnly repeated. 

And now, after ſo many ſhipwrecks, 
"Ae hope to find a ſafe and peaceful 

| harbour; 
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harbour; my Juliana has avowed her 
unchanged, her unabated love, my for- 
tunes are now much more than inde- 
pendent, the death of my elder brother 
has given me an undeſired ſucceſſion to 
a title, which, though of no cſtimation 
with my beloved, may, perhaps, have 
ſome weight with her dignified relation, 
if ſhe ſhould think it neceflary to ſolicit 
his conſent to our union; and my father 
and uncle will rejoice to promote a mea- 
ſure, which will remove their anxiety for 
the ſafety of a life, which has been 
apprehended to be rather in a precarious 

ſtate, ſince my return to Europe. 
And, having noticed this right ho- 
norable uncle of my Juliana, I cannot 
help remarking, that the mention of his 
name ſeems to produce a gloom on the 
dear girl's countenance, which I can, by 
no 
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no means, account for; --ſurely ſhe can- 
not think herſelf under the controul of 


him, from whom ſhe never experienced 


the ſmalleſt degree of kindneſs, and who 
never, in his life, aſforded her the moſt 
diſtant proof of affection !---but away 


with conjectures !---why ſhould I impede 


my progreſs to happineſs, by ſtumbling 
blocks of my own railing ?---my Juliana 
ſuggeſts no difficulties !---yet I have not 
hitherto been explicit to · morrow ſhall 


my fate be determined J had rather 
know the worſt than doubt---what a 
Puppy lis it poſſible to doubt the 


truth of Juliana Monteville ?---begone 


- perplexities l- Adieu, Davenant ex- 
punge the laſt paragraph of this ſtrange 


letter -- deteſt it. 
Ever yours, 


William CARYL, 
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N turning the variable wheel of life, 
my dear Davenant, blanks and 
prizes are indiſcriminately thrown up, 
and the ſame hand which miniſters the 
| ſparkling goblet of joy, prepares the 

black and bitter potion of misfortune ! 
---ſo ſays Experience ;---to which Philo- 
ſophy adds this falutary caution, that, 
in taking copious draughts from the 
former, we ſhould dread a ſurfeit; and 
that, in ſwallowing the latter, however 
unpalatable 
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unpalatable the compoſition, Hope, 
founded on Virtue, may render it me- 
dicinal. 
And theſe are excellent leſſons in the 
abſtract, but ſomewhat difficult in the 
application, inaſmuch as our reaſon only 
is engaged in the inveſtigation of cauſes, 
but our paſſions are concerned in the 
perception of effects; ſo that---alas! alas! 
Davenant, Reaſon and Philoſophy, and 
Patience and Hope, are words---empty, 
unmeaning, unprofitable ſounds ; and, 
ſpite of all the vain precepts and idle 
boaſts of ſtoiciſm, „“ the ſtricken deer 
ill weep.” 

| Yeſterday !---happy, unreturning yeſ- 
terday !---how brilliant my proſpects 1 
how felicitous my expectations I- to- 
day, what clouds intervene hat 
Norms aſſail !---what ruin threatens q- 


= — ono. 
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and can ſuch a change be effected in fo 
ſhort a period -- oh! no, no, no !--- 
deceitful were the proſpects; vain the 
expectations !---and I the miſerable dupe 
of my own vanity, folly, and conceit !--- 
In purſuance of the determination, 
mentioned in the letter, which yet re- 
mains unſent, and which, accompanying 
this, I have marked on the cover, as 
the firſt to be opened, I, this morning, 
drew my ever beloved Juliana into a 
little wood, which adjoins her ſweet ha- 
bitation, and there, with all the ſoft 
perſuaſion which the pureſt love could 
dictate, I urged my ſuit, fearleſs of a 
repulſe from her, in whoſe faith, truth, 
and mutual affection, I had the moſt 
perfect, the moſt undoubting confidence, 
But, judge of my ſurprize, when, 
anſtead of the tender, bluſhing acquieſ- 
| cence 
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cence with which my fond hopes had 
flattered me, the lovely arbitreſs of my 
fate burſt into tears, and in the moſt 
moving ſtrains of pity-beſeeching ſup- 
plication, intreated me to ſpare the 
moſt unfortunate of women, who, whilſt 
ſhe avowed reciprocal regard, and glo- 
ried in the ayowal, was doomed, by 
_ circumſtances as unaccountable as un- 


Propitious, to forego the happineſs ap- 


parently within her reach, and involve 
in her diſtreſs, the man who, ſhe ſcru- 
pled not to acknowledge, poſſeſſed her 
heart, and whoſe long and faithful at- 


tachment intitled him to her eternal 


gratitude, and unalterable affection 
Impoſſible as it was for me to re- 
concile ſuch | incongruities, I demanded 
an explanation; and, to the ſubverſion 
of all my hope, ſhe informed me, that, 


in 
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in compliance with a requiſition of her 
uncle, on his lately conſenting to ac- 
knowledge her as the heireſs of his for- 
tunes; ſhe had engaged herſclf, by ſo- 
lemn promiſe, never to receive any 
lover, but of his recommending ; an 

engagement to which, at the time it was 
entered into, ſhe had not the ſmalleſt 
reluctance, as all her affections lay bu- 
ried in the ſuppoſed grave of your un- 
fortunate friend, but which muſt now 
prove the ſource of miſery, which could 
only end with her exiſtence, as the ex- 
action of ſuch an aſſurance by Lord 
H-----, originated in an apprehenſion, 
that ſhe might, by ſome ignoble alli- 


ance, contaminate the proud blood of 


Monteville. 
And in vain did I urge the contempt 
with which a promiſe fo extorted ought 
| to 
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to be treated; in vain did 1 repreſent 
the competency of my own fortune, not 
only to comfort, but even ſplendor; 
in vain did I ſolicit the renunciation of 
that which depended on the obſervance 
of this cruel engagement; faithful to 
her word, thus ſolemnly pledged, the 
too rigid, but ever admirable Juliana, 
determines-rather to endure the pangs 
of ſtill diſappointed love; nay, even to 
inflict them on the avowed object of 
her affection, than to purchaſe happineſs 
at the expence of her truth, or by the 
ſacrifice of that honor, which ſhe holds 
more dear than even life itſelf. F: 
And now. my dear Davenant, what 
remains for your unhappy friend, but 
to return to thoſe ſhores to which he 
ſo lately bad an everlaſting adieu, and 
un engaging in ſcenes, from which 


ae vip 
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friendſhip and gratitude had withdrawn 
him, to ſeek a termination of ſorrows, 
from which the grave alone ſeems likely 
to releaſe him. 

Yet, with the permiſſion of my Ju- 
liana, I am to make one effort with 
this ſupercilious votary to rank and 
title ; Mrs. Monteville, her daughter, 
Miſs Charlton, the affianced partner of 
the worthy Suzaincourt, himſelf, and 
Madame de Suzaincourt, his mother, 
together with the Chevalier de Beaude- 
fert, a moſt amiable friend of all the 
parties, and your Falconer; are to leave 
the continent this day ſen'night; and, 
immediately after our arrival in your 
metropolis, | am to ſeek an introduction 
to this repreſentative of antient nobility, 
through the meciiation of a Mr. Methoid, 
a e of diſtinguiſhed worth, who is 

honored 


honored with his eſteem, and whoſe 
regard for my Juliana has been ſhewn 
in a thouſand inſtances of affectionate 
care and tenderneſs: as I have conſi- 
derable ſums of money by me, which 
I wiſh to inveſt in purchaſes and ſecu- 
rities, I am to make myſelf known to 
this gentleman, by a requeſt, that he 

will take upon him the management of 
| theſe concerns for me and, by the time 
| my Juliana is received by her uncle, 
and eſtabliſhed in his affection, which 
muſt be the conſequence of a very ſhort 
acquaintance with her virtues and ac- 
compliſhments, I hope to be on ſuch 
a footing with Mr. Methold, as to 
commit to him the deareſt ſecret of my 
heart, and intereſt him in my favour ; 
and, if I can prevail on him to lay be- 
fore his noble client the hiſtory of our 
Ee He loves, 
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loves, the extent of my fortunes, and 
the warmth and diſintereſtedneſs of my 
attachment to his fair relation, I ſhall 
not totally deſpair ; though, in the in- 
dulgence of the moſt diſtant dawn of 
hope, I am much more ſanguine than 
my beloved Juliana, who ſeems per- 
ſuaded that nothing leſs than a right 
honorable offer, and not even that from 

a newly-ennobled plebeian, will be re- 
ceived with approbation, by this Peer 
of Ligh deſcent, with whom a genea- 
logical table of titled anceſtry, is a ſuf- 
ficient compenſation for every defect in 
virtue, honor, and underſtanding. 

It happens moſt unfortunately that 
you ſhould, at this critical moment, 
when the other partner of my heart, my 
amiable preſerver, Webſter, is worthily 
_ in adminiſtering comfort and - 
conſolation 
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' conſolation to a now fond parent, whoſe 
life, endangered by a fall from his horſe, 
he would preſerve at the expence of his 
own, be called on to attend your uncle 
at Beverley ; but, as you know his eſtate 
muſt be your's by ſettlement, and that 
all his ſavings are devoted to bis natural 
children, your affectionate attention to 
him, at the cloſe of his life, muſt 5 
doubly acceptable; and, though I ſhall , 
long to introduce you to the amiable 
companions of my journey, yet I vould 
by no means interrupt your performance 
of the duty in which you are ſo worthily 
engaged, though my punctual correſ- 
pondence, which you know it is un- 


neceflary for you to tolicit, will but 

poorly arone for the loſs you will ſuſtain 

by cven a tem porary deprivation of the 
« pleaſure which awaits you, when you 


ſhall. 


q 
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ſhall be at liberty to join the little ſo- 
ciety, which will be formed by the ad- |; 
dition of ſo many ſhining characters, to 
thoſe. with whom you are already ac- 
quainted. TM | 
In compliance with the requeſt of my 
father, and by the permiſſion of my 
uncle, ſignified in my laſt pacquet from 
England, I have reſumed the name by 
which you firſt gave me a title to your 
friendſhip; if it was in no other way of 
conſequence to me, that circumſtance 
would ſtamp a value on it, and I ſhou'd 
on that account, rejoice to ſubſcribe 
myſelf, | 


Your ever affectionate, 


WILLIAM FalcoxR. 


E ùwʃ 
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LETTER XXVII. 
THE CHEVALIER DE BEAUDESERT, 
T 0 
MONSIEUR BONDIT. 
London, 177 


s it not from your council, my dear / 
and ever-eſteemed father, that I 
have derived the comforts which refult 
from calm and humble reſignation ? 
Have not your wiſe, but chearful ad- 
monitions, reſcued me from deſpair? 
And have you not taught me, by ex- 
ample, as well as precept, the duty of 
patient ſubmiſſion to the diſpenſations 
of that Being, who corre&s not in wrath, 
but in mercy ? Have you not dealt out 


to 
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to me the balm of conſolatory hope, 
and bid me, with confidence, look for- 
ward to the day, when the tear ſhould 
de wiped from the eye of ſorrow? And 
am I not, at this moment, in full poſ- 

ſeſſion of the happineſs which your pro- 
phetic and propitious preſage, ſo repeat - 
edly placed in my view? I am—but, 
whilſt I hold in my hand, the cup, 
| charged with the Choiceſt bleſſings which 
Heaven could beſtow, let me ſanctify 
the precious draught by the moſt devout 
and fervent acknowledgment of un- 
bounded mercy to infinite unworthi- 
neſs ! 

e my more than parent, my bea- 
venly guide and director, my true, my 
conſtant, my amiable friend, even in 
this world, which 1 have ſo long con- 
ſecrated as the vale of ſorrow, is ſuch 
| | C2 _ happineſs 
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happineſs afforded me, as awply com- 
penſates for all my years of woe, and 
repays with the moſt perfect joy of which 
humanity is capable, the pangs I have 
endured for lofles, which I deemed i Irre- 
| parable? 5 . 
Vet, let me not keep your ſuſceptible 
and ſympathizing heart in ſuſpence 
for you, who have borne a tender part 
in my grief, will participate in my re- 
Joicings! I have found my long loſt 
wife, my beloved Thereſa my daughter 
too, amiable as parental partiality could 
hope, or fondeſt expectation ſuggeſt! 
| You have heard the worthy and enter- 
ainivg Caryl (Falconer, I muſt, in future, 
call him) mention, with warmeſt praiſe 
and admiration, his Indian friends; you 
have heard him expatiate on the virtues | 
of the mother, and the merit and ac- 


com 3 


—— 


r 29 - 


_compliſhments of the daughter; theſe, 
my dear friend, are the wife, the daughter 
of your Beaudeſert; theſe are your chil- 
dren, for with your unworthy ſon, you 
muſt adopt his more deſerving relatives, 
reſtored to me by the Hand, whoſe un-- 
erring guidance directs, by ways in 
which the conſummate of human wiſdom 
would deviate, the footſteps of the for- 
lorn and wretched wanderer, to Peace 
and Happineſs. 

From the lips of theſe your newly- 
born children, ſhall you hear their in- 
tereſting ſtory, with every circumſtance 
of their miraculous preſervation ; I ſhall 


only briefly recount the general outlines 
of a tale, to the recital of which, at 
large, I confeſs myſelf unequal, Y 

On the arrival of the ſhip, which bore 
from me all I held dear, though I was, 
| „ — 


f 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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at the time, Wenderc inſenſible of my : 


loſs, by the ſevericy of my wounds, at 
the capital of the pirate Prince; the 
unfortunate captives were examined, by 
the miniſters of his will and his plea- 


ſures, and configned to the departments | 


for which they were found qualified; 


the wretched lot of my Thereſa, was 


the dreaded ſeraglio ; but, as it was ap- 
prehended her life might be endangered 
by taking from her the infant then at 
her breaſt, ſhe eſcaped, not from mo- 
tives of humanity, but of intereſted pre- 
caution, the horrors of that ſeparation. 
The apartments to which thoſe women 
were confined, who had not yet been 


honored with the tyrant” s notice, having 


no communication with each other, and 
diſtin& attendants being appointed to 


each, the unhappy Therefa was left i in 


the 
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the undiſturbed poſſeſſion of unequalled 
ſorrows, and to the mournful care of an 
infant, whoſe fate, like her own, ap- 
peared marked with the darkeſt charac - 
ters of wretehedneſs. 

Twelve miſerable months did ſhe 
uunguiſm in fruitleſs grief, and dreadful 
expectation z at length the ſtorm, which 
had ſo long impended in her apprehen- 
ſion, threatened to burſt on her, and 
the evil, which ſhe had hitherto ſurveyed 
at a diſtance, approached with a rapid 
and apparently inevitable progreſs ; the 
pirate chief having, by accident, gained 
a ſight of her, became inſtantly ena- 
moured with her perſon, and ſhe received, 
in the ſame inſtant, orders to relinquiſh 
the care of her beloved infant, and to 
prepare for the reception of this ſelf- 
created monarch, either in the character 
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of her favored lover, or. her ſovereign 
Jord and maſter. 

Though fhe poſſeſſed not the power 
of reſiſtance, yet theſe injunctions were 
too cruel to be ſubmitted to with pa- 
tience, or reſignation; ſhe ſolicited, in 
vain, a reſpite from her deſtroyer, but 
Heaven inclined an ear of pity to her 
| importunities ; at this critical moment, 
the fortreſs of this lawleſs depredator 
was attacked by a'Britiſh armament ; his 
force, too weak to withſtand the united 
efforts of bravery and ſkill, yielded to * 
the aſſailants; confuſion enſued; and 2 
general order being iſſued to remove the 
females from the ſeraglio, to the i interior 
- parts of the piratical territories, it was 
executed in ſuch haſte, and with ſo little 
eaution, or attention, that my beloved 
"ans eſcaped, with her precious 
| can ; 


* 
1 

i 
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charge; and, reſolving rather to periſh 
in the attempt to make her way to the 
ſettlements of ſome European power, 
than to incur perils infinitely worſe than 
death, in its moſt tremendous ſhape, by 
remaining in the power of the brutal 
invader of her virtue; ſhe committed 
herſelf, and her innocent and unconſcious 
infant, to the protection of that Pro- 
vidence which had interpoſed ſo pro- 
pitiouſly to ſave her from the extremity 
of wretchedneſs; and, without guide, 
direction, or proviſion, ſhe ventured on 
the  pathleſs deſert, fearleſs of dangers, 
«which could only affect her life. 
Nor was ſhe forſaken by the gracious 
Being, in whom ſhe had repoſed her 
confidence; in the evening of the firſt 
day ſhe reached a friendly grove, which 
afforded her ſhelter, fruits, and water, 
475 983 and, 
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and, overpowered with fatigue, both ſhe 
and her beloved burthen, ſunk into a 
ſweet repoſe, regardleſs of the horrors of 
ſolitude, or the * of the beaſts of 
the foreſt. 
On the ſecond day, ſhe encountered a 
ſmall party of the duſky natives, Who 
were removing, with their families, and 
their flocks, from the territories of the 
chief, from whoſe hands ſhe had eſcaped, 
to thoſe of a neighbouring prince; by 
theſe humane and innocent people, ſhe 
was treated with ſuch kindneſs and ten- 
derneſs, as would have reflected honor 
on the moſt civilized and polite nations: 
they divided with her their humble 


H means of ſuſtenance, affiſted in carrying 


the dear pledge of our loves, and, as 
they found the had ſome knowledge of 
their Langage, cheared her drooping 

pinie, 
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ſpirits, with aſſurances of her approach 
to the habitations of European ſettlers. 
But their journey reached not to the 
borders of the province, in which they 
had taught her to expect the bleſſing of 
which ſhe was in purſuit ; in tle morn- 
ing of the fixth day's travel with her 3 in- 
offenſive and virtuous companions, ſhe 
had the mortification to receive their 
farewel; their courſe now lying wide 
from that which would conduct her to 
the promiſed aſylum, they furniſhed her 
with the beſt directions in their power, 
| ſhared with her their little remains of 
Proviſion, and left her, with fervent and 
| honeſt prayers. to the object of their 
Adoration, for her foture "_ and 
comfort. 
And, on the very as which opened 
with ſuch gloomy and melancholy proſ- 
CS pets, 
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pects, did Heaven bring relief to this 
patient child of misfortune, by con- 
ducting to the ſpot to which ſhe had 
retired from the fervor of the mid- day 
ſun, the worthy Moranzebe, that amiable 
friend of my ſecond preſerver, the truly 
excellent Falconer, whoſe virtues you 
have ſo often heard him commemorate, 
and whoſe toſs he fo conftantly deplores. 
With: the fequel of this memorable 
hiſtory you are already acquainted ; from 
your admired Falconer, you have heard 
it, with all the interefting circumftances Y 
little did we fuſpect, when we mourned 
With the venerable Moranzebe, and re- 


8 joiced at the deliverance of the beauteous 


Arzela; when we wept for the anxiety 
of the faithful Omaraddin, and partt- 
cipated in the felicity of his happy and 
u nexpected recovery of the miſtreſs of 


r 
his heart; that we liſtened to the pre- 
ſerver of my honor, the guardian and 

protector of my beloved daughter, the 

reſtorer of peace and comfort to my 
| Thereſa, and to her, and your Beaude- 

GY > =, — 

With my daughter alfo, I have found, | 
in the gentle Omaraddin, a ſon, worthy 


— all my affection ; humble, unaſſuming, 


mild, benevolent, and liberal, he moſt 
deſervedly poſſeſſes a full ſhare of my 
parental regards; and, if there can exiſt 
in this imperfe& ſtate, any thing like 
complete happineſs,” it. is to be found 
with Beaudeſert, and his Thereſa, and 
their pleaſed and pleaſing repreſenta- 
tives. 0 I | 5 
Immediately after their arrival in this 
country, the young folks exchanged 
their Indian names, for thoſe of Thereſa 
Ss „ 


and William, to which they have, at 
my requeſt, now added the ſurname of 
Beaudeſert; and, before they were joined 
in marriage, they were received into the 
Chriſtian church, according to the rites 
of the eſtabliſhed religion of this coun- 
try; to you, whoſe enlightened mind, 
and unaſſumed piety, ſoar above forms 
and ceremonies, the manner of their 
admiſſion to the benefits of Chriſtianity, - 
will appear of little importance; nor 
will you ſcruple to receive into your 
flock, the virtuous of any ſect. 

And now, my dear friend, let me end 


as I began, with praiſes and thankf 5 5 


givings to the author and promoter of 
all the bleſſings by which I am ſur- 

_ rounded ; nor let me, in this zenith of 

- proſperity and happineſs, forget, that 
be who hath given, may alſo take aur ; 
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that ſo, whilſt I enjoy, with gratitude, 
the mercies I receive, I may prepare to 
reſign, without murmuring, to all his 
diſpenſations. | 
And, next to my Heavenly Father, 
to you let me offer my acknowledg- 
ments; to you, whoſe hope-inſpiring 
converſation, and. mild and parental ad- 
monitions, have preſerved and fitted for 
theſe ſcenes of felicity, 


Your ever affectionate, 
And reſpectful, 


DE BEAUDESERT. 


ee 
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XIX. HEN I parted with my dear 
 Loviſa, on Wedneſday morning, 


how different were our ſenſations ; you, 
ſurrounded by friends, and protected by 
him, who, with univerſal approbation, 
is ſoon to have a legal title to that diſ- 
tinguiſhed happineſs; and, your trem- 


| bling Juliana, unnerved by her appre- 


henfions, chilled by © cold fear,” and 


| humbled by conſcious poverty, and the 


terrors of obligation ; ſcarce able to ſup- 
| LO port 


. ᷣM 0. 
port the dread of an interview, to which 
duty, rather than En had induced 
her to ſubmit. 
As we approached the houſe, my 
depreſſion increaſed, even to hyſterics ; 
and, when the coach ſtopped at the door 
the intreaties and comforting aſſuran- 
ces of my dear mother, could hardly re- 
ſtrain me from ordering the driver to 
turn back. 
At length Cette c ind el : 
ſervants preſented themſelves, the com- 
placency and reſpectful obſervance of 
whoſe looks, beſpoke pleaſing expecta- 
tion, and gave me an animating preſage 
of a reception leſs tremendous than my 
diſordered imagination had prefented to 
me. 3533 
And, before we could reach the 
Wp ata into which we were conduct- 


ing, 


4 


ing, we were met 1 my __ relation, 
who, with an air equally gallant and 
reſpectful, took a hand of each, and, 
leading us into his own dreſſing room, 
firſt ſaluted us, and then kindly placed 
us in our ſeats, and, in language polite 
and affectionate, welcomed us to an 
habitation, which, he truſted, his endea- 
vours would render agreeable to us. 

As my countenance betrayed the ſtate 
of my ſpirits, he, with the utmoſt con⸗ 
ſideration, gave me time to recover my- 
elf, by entering into an eaſy conver- 
' ſation with my mother, on the part of 
the continent which the had juſt quitted, 
our manner of living there, and thoſe 
common topics, which, leading me in- 
ſenſibly to take a part in it, gave me 
the encouragement I wanted, without 
5 the pain which muſt bave accompanied 
an offer ol it. | Thus 
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Thus emboldened, I ventured to ſur- 
vey the perſon of an uncle, who I had 
never ſeen from my infancy, and whom | 
a variety of circumſtances had conſpired 
to prevent my forming the moſt favor- 
able idea of; and, I believe, it is a re- 
mark too obvious not to be general, that 
we are apt to entertain opinions, by no 
means advantageous, of thoſe whoſe dis- 
poſitions we ſuſpect to be feen 
to us. 

Confeſſing this to be che caſe Ih 
myſelf, on the preſent occaſion, judge 
how agreeable muſt be my diſappoint- 
ment, when I diſcovered, in the perſon 
of Lord H-----, a figure, which, even 
in age, retained perfect grace; a.coun- 
tenance florid, open, and manly; eyes 
black, brilliant, and uncommonly pe- 
netrating 3 A manner dignified, yet mi- 

nutely 
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nutely condeſcending; ; and a voice mo- 
dulated by that key which commands 
reſpect, whilſt it engages the moſt 
Finn attention. 
Such, my dear Louiſa, is that uncle, 
whom 1 have been uſed to conſider as 
a kind of bugbear, and whoſe advances 
to friendſhip, I ſhould actually have 
: avoided, but from motives of gratitude 
to my mother, and my moſt excellent 
friend, Mr. Methold; but whom I al- 
ready regard, with a degree of venera - 
tion, which, I perceive, will ſoon 8 8 5 
into filial love. e 
Aer we had converſed, "with great 
freedom,” for about an hour, Lord H--- 
aſked us, if we had any objection to ; 
his ſending a ſervant for our trunks ; ; 
and, returning from giving orders which 
we could have no Poſſible reaſon to op- 


V poſe, 
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poſe, he propoſed to ſhew us the apart - 
ment which he had deſtined for our uſe, 
and of which he begged leave to put us 
in immediate poſſeſſion, that we might 
be at no loſs to arrange our baggage, 
at its arrival, in doing which he had 
ordered his own female ſervants to afliſt, 
till we were provided with proper at- 
tendants of that ſex; on which ſubject 
he deſired me to give my directions to 
his houſekeeper, as he would his to his 
Maitre d'Hotel, to procure a coachman 
and footman to make our eſtabliſhment 
complete. 1 0 

We were now ſhewn, by this generous 
friend, into an apartment, conſiſting of 
two. bed-rooms, A Cloſet, capacious 


enough to contain a bed for our wo- 
men - ſervants, and a drefling - room, 
which, as if he had conſulted my taſte, 
„ and 
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and meant to anticipate my wiſhes, I 
found furniſhed with books, muſical. 
inſtruments, birds, and flowers. 
After preventing our thanks, by 
friendly and affectionate congratulations, 
he ſeated himſelf berween us, on a ſofa, 
and, turning to me, * Miſs Monteville, 
in future my Juliana,” ſays this un- 
expectedly kind relation, taking my 
hand, © you are now at home, conſider 
yourſelf ſo in all reſpects, it ſhall be my . 
endeavour to render your reſidence here 
pleaſing to you, and my bufineſs to in- 
troduce you to your equals in rank, 
though I am proud to ſay, I think you | 
will find very few among them, whoſe 
beauty and accompliſhments will bear 
any compariſon; the little income which, 
with fuch laudable zeal and dutiful re- 
Ou you 1 for voor g good mo- 
| | ther, 
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ther, muſt be all her own, and I muſt 
be permitted to add to it, from time to 
time, my acknowledgments of the ob- 
ligations J owe her for the rich ſetting 
which her cultivation has beſtowed. on 
this invaluable jewel: for your pocket 
expences, Juliana, cloaths, female ſer- 
vuants, and the exerciſe of that benevo- 
lent diſpoſition, which I would, on no 
account, reſtrain ; ; I have appropriated 
an annual ſum of five hundred pounds 
to be paid you, by half. yearly pay- 
ments; and, preſenting to me a poc- 
ket· book, ſuperbly ornamented, © you 
will find here the amount of one N 
ment, by way of anticipation.“ - 

Overpowered by the united force of 
his generoſity, and his tenderneſs, I 
could no longer reſiſt the impulſes of 


my gratitude, and my affection ; but, 
dropping 
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dropping upon my knee, I ſeized his 
hand, and, preſſing it to my lips, ex- 
claimed, in broken and disjointed ſyl- 
lables, my God, make me deſerving of 


this profuſion of goodneſs ! 


Nor was my noble benefactor un- 


ere by my ſenſibility; but, raiſing 


me in his arms, he preſſed me to his 


boſom, and dropped the ſilent tear of 


affection and approbation. 


The ſervants announcing the arrival 


of our trunks and packages, Lord H--- 


by. 


took his leave of us, hoping we ſhould 


be ready to meet him at dinner, at four 
o'clock, an hour to which he was accuſ. 
tomed but would, in future, change, 


if it ſhould prove diſagreeable, or in- 
Tr convenient to us; an offer which, you 
may be aſſured, we immediately de- | 
clined.. | 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Mercer the houſekeeper no 
appeared and tendered her aſſiſtance, 
but this we could by no means admit.— 
She is a gentlewoman of moſt valuable 
character, the widow of a clergyman, 
and has ſuperintended this family ſince 
the death of Lady H. which happened 
about two years ago, in ſuch a manner 
as to gain the eſteem of her Lord, and 
the reſpect of his domeſtics and de- 
pendents. — 

She told us it u was + his is Lordſhip' s 0 
chat we ſhould engage two female ſer- 
| vants, one to be immediately about my 
perſon, and the other to attend my 
mother—perhaps, ſhe ſaid, we might 
be already provided with both, if not, 
ſhe had a relation, a young woman, 
well educated, who had never yet been 
at ſervice, but had met with ſome mis- 
57 Vol. III. 8 fortunes, 
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forturies,” and it would com 
happineſs, if 1 would accept her. And 
this] T affured'her'T wobla" dé with the 
utinolt reldineſs) st er Blife tine 40 
| quainiting her that ny mother had an 
old faithful domeſtie to Wheôm the had 
ar alffeclionate and indeed a Bratefül 
_ attachment," as ſhe had felfö weck GH 
kalen forces with'the mwolk ginisretteg N 
- Your old friend and favorkls: is is 
5 Join us here this evening, And trfHor- 
row I am to Nee my Hew attendant; and 
no difficulty now remains with me, but 
the diſpoſition of honeſt Nicolai, who 
could not be prevented from acc“ 
panying us to England, and "whole irr- 
tegrity and feſpect for my mother and 
myſelf, merits that regard to his in- 

eſt, which we wiſh to have ſome 


ſlits of Sewing . [Hl e We 
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We amuſed ourſelves till the hour of 
anner with placing fach of our little 
ladteds in in order, as we could' manage | 
wirhout giving trouble to any of his 
ordſhip's ſervants, and when we were 


; ſummoned to table, at the head of which 
-, 15 was Gabe we dad the ene to 


had 1 been invited by Kis + Lordthip on an 
occaſion, as he kindly: expreſſed him- 
ſelf, fo pleafing to him, and for which 
he was in a great meaſure indebted to 
chat gentleman, woſe warm and'avowed 
regard for your Juliana, had firſt ex- 
cited an inclination, to ſee and protect 
me, circumſtances Which he was fatisfied 
Would prove ſources of bene t 
him for the remaĩfider of his life. 

As I find your ſtay at Richmond is 
to be prolonged, on account of the tar: 
181 D * dineſs 
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dineſs of the 8 who are preparing 
the Marquis's houſe in Berkeley- Square 
for the reception of his family, 1 ſhall 
continue my accounts of this my new 
ſettlement: I am now obliged to break 
off, to dreſs. for the drawing room, his 
| Lordſhip deſiring to have me preſented 
before I make-my appearance at public 
places in the character of his niece and 
intended e 

| And, little as my Hoare is diſpoſed to 
Pomp and ſhew, and happy as I ſhould 
of ambition for love and a cottage; yet 
do I endeavor to enter with an appear- 
ance of ſatisfaction i into all the plans of 
my good uncle, which, as they are ap- 
parently directed to my adyancement in 
life, and are conſequently i in his opinion 


FAFSA SPORE * intereſt, are 
T en 
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| fits on his part which I am bound to 


receive with gratitude, though they 
operate to the ſubverſion of the only 
775 can form of comfort or happineſs. 

To-morrow 1 ſhall reſume my nar- 
rative, till chen adieu! [ 


J ULI ANA | MonTzy 1LLE. 


0 , 4 « 
8 » 
* "I. * : 
— ahas 
— — 


LETTER XXX. 
MISS MONTEVILLE, 
ss CnARrLTON, 
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\OON after the deſert was removed, 
the converſation turning on pic- 
N Lord H told Mr. Methold 
Ml +3 that 


L 
Mae 
2% Shs 4 
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that he had in the next room a landſcape 
of Claudes, which he had brought from 
Monteville- C aſtle to get it cleaned, and 
_ offering to ſhew 1t him, on that 

gentleman's riſing to attend him, he 

took 1 my hand, and putting it into Mr. 

Methold's bid him conduct his ward, 
while he did the honors of the houſe to 
his excellent ſiſter, _ 


On my expreſſing great admiration 


of the-painting of this inimitable maſter, 
his Lorgſhip paid me many undeſerved 
I comptias T 
ded, But I am informed you are 


not only a an amateur but a profeſſpr, and 


ats on my judgement, and 


= xpuſt expect to be gratified by a ſight of 


me of yout petformances 18 to this I 


bowed acquieſcence, and we were 


turning to the dining parlour, | when 


| Wie Matol, pointing. ts to a piano forte, 


reminded | 
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reminded my uncle of n part of 


his recommendation, and his look be⸗ 
ſpeaking a wiſh to hear me play, I fat 
_ down to the inſtrument, which I found 
in perfect order, and opening an Engliſh 
Opera which lay before me, played and 
ſung one of the moſt favorite airs. 
Animated by his Lordlhip's frequent 
exclamations of approbation, I have no 
| doubt but 1 performed to the very top 
of my mogerate abilities; is there an 
inſtance where the human compoſition 
18 unmixed wich yanity ? I believe not, 
but if there is, I am ready to acknow- 3 
ledge your Juliana is not the exception; 


pet is not all the ſatisfaction' felt to be 


attributed to this motive, it had its 
ſource, I hope chiefly, in a nobler prin- 
2 e Ne JOY, at being found to 
2 0 N 4 poſſeſs 
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poſſeſs any talent which cuenta be ac- 
ceprable to my benefactor. 12 2 
My uncle has I find been himſelf a 
great maſter, and excelled both in taſte 
and execution; at our return to the 
dining parlour, his Lordſhip rold me, 
he ſhould now reſume his fiddle ſtick; 
the uſe of which he had for ſomethne 
laid aſide ; adding with a finile, © but 
my dear coufin, you muſt take care not 
to inſpire me with too much boyiſm, 
teſt T ſhould really fancy myſelf young 
_ and mar your fortunes.” 
| In the evening we were joined by a 
Mr. Walſingham, a gentleman, who, | 
as my uncle has fince informed us, has 
met with many misfortunes, and is now 
chiefly ſupported by his patronage ; 
though the reſpect and attention with 
which he is treated * Lord H--- covers 
_ 
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every appearance of obligation cards 
| being propoſed, his Lordſhip received 
additional ſatisfaction from learning that 
both my mother and myſelf were ac- 
quainted with 'the game of whiſt, a party 
at which was immediately formed, and 
propoſed to be frequently repeated, as 
my uncle has declined viſiting any of the 
clubs, except Almacks, where he ſeldom: 
| goes above once or twice a week. 
On the following morning my new 
attendant was introduced to me by Mrs. 
| Mercer, and at her redueſt, entered im- 
mediately into the employment that had 
been ſolicited for her ; ; ſhe appears to be 
about twenty-three, and muſt have been 
extremely pretty, I fay muſt have been, 
for though apparently ſo young, a viſible: 
melancholy and oppreſſion, has preyed 
on her beauties, and produced that 
„ change 
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Ghapge which adyerkty fails not to effec}; 
her manners: would be highly pleaſing, 
but that ber Mumble cimigiey alarme my 
feelings, and fram ſy mpatbetic concern, 
her affiduiing are painful 20d pppreſve 
to me. I ſhall however by the kindeſt 
treatment endeavor to deſerve ; her con- 
fidence, and if it ſhould be in my power 
to rempye the. preſſure of her misfor- 
tunes, ſhe ſhall not he unrelieyed. 

„I am extreme] obliged to you for 
your king offer to entertain honeſt Ni- 
— colai, | but he is provided | for beyond his 
hope, and to the very ſummit of bis 
| ambition. On my communicating. the 

i firuatjon of this faithful domeſtic to Lord 

1 in conſequence of his Lardthip 3 

enquiries : after the whole of our N Jorman 
eftabliſument, | be immediately ſent for 
Wen and bas conftiryreg him Maitre | 

at 
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e Hotel, and occaſional coqk at a little 


fiſhing box on the bank of the Thames, 


about twenty miles from town, which 
he lately purchaſed to enjoy his favorite 


| amuſement, in the earlier ſeaſon of the 


year, be ore. the. parliamentary receſs 


permits his retirement to Monteville- 


Caſtle. On the firſt offer of this poſt of - 


honor and profft, the acknowledgments: 
of 59 honeſt Norman were ſo very ſhort 


of c our expectation, that we were filled | 
with aſtoniſhment at his inſenſibility; 5 


but our ſurprize ſoon gave way to emo- 
tions of grateful eſteem, when the poor 
fellow, burſting 1 into tears,. intreated his 
Lordſhip' 8 permiſſion to tender a contie- 
nuance of bis ſervice to his honored La- 
dies, whoſe commands he would with: 
joy obey. during | the remainder of his life 


without any other gratification. than that 
WS which: 
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which would ariſe from our kind e. 
ed of his endeavors. 

Lord H--- appeared to be much af- 
fected with this proof of diſintereſted 
attachment, which he told bim reflected 
credit on him, and honor on thoſe for 
whom he profeſſed ſach reſpectful re- 
gard; and having explained to him that 
we ſhould be refident at the houſe where 
he was to take the command for ſome 
months i in every year, and that he would 
be welcome to viſit us in Groſvenor- | 

Square as often as he pleaſed ; ; the matter 
was compromiſed, and Nicolai prepared 
to ſet out for his government; he did 
not however depart till, in the warmth 


PE and vanity of his heart, he had aſſured 


his Lordſhip that he could not have made 
a better choice for the employment, as, 
over and above his abilities in the 

. kitchen? 
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kitchen, for the ſuperior excellence of 
which he appealed to his Ladies; he 
had been an angler from his youth, and 6 


was acquainted with many ſecrets in that 


art which he Was ready to communicate 
for his Lordſhip? 8 improvement. | 

1 amjuft retired from entertaining a 
numerous company to- whom his Lord- 
ſhip gave a magnificent dinner by way 
of introducing his niece to the beau 
monde, but as you wiſh me to proceed 
methodically, I ſhall: poſtpone my ac- 
counts of the very reſpeCtable perſonages- 
to whom I have been made known on 
this occaſion till the circumſtance occurs | 
in order of time. 
I ſhall only in this place a9, that his 
: Lordſhip's s houſe is magnificent, as well 
in fize, as in furniture and embelliſh- 
ments; his ſervants ſufficiently but not 


burthenſomely 


* 
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| burthe! nomely numerous, andof ſober, de- 
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cept, and reſpectable manners: and "lata 


ance ; his table plentifully : and elegantly 


ſupplied, and t that the toute enſemble ex- 
hibits evident marks of wealth and 
magnificence, bounded by proper, but 
by no means limited, economy. 

But amidſt the fond careſles of an 


| affectionate relation, the poſſeſſion of all 


that riches and power can beſtow, and 
the almoſt certain Proſpect of vaſt ſuc- 


| ceſſions; ; my heart, devoted to one ob- 


Ject alone, fickeys at all other worldly 
enjoyments ; and | condemning my e too 
credulous car” for liſtening to the tidings 


of my dear e 8 death, and my 


too ready acquieſcence i in purchaſing the 
countenance of my uncle, by an engager 
ment which muſt now Prove an inſur-- 


T mountable, bar. to all tures happineſs ; I 


rejects 


rejects with ſcorn all my efforts to ſooth 
it. into quiet, and with vnceaſing pertur- 
bation reminds me of the . which 
I have renounced. 

My Falconer's letters too ! how am 1 
diſtreſſed at the receipt of them ! I have 
one now before me, which has ' almoſt 
diſſolved me into tears---what anſwer can- 
1 return to | his vey his ee 2 


Koog bon the taſk wil be > ps med; 
by 


| Your diſtrelſed 
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LETTER XXX. 
WILLIAM FALCONER, ESQ, 


* - . 
s # 


MISS MONTEVILLE. 
| Richmond, . 


Wo letters unanſwered, and un- 
1 noticed, and a lapſe of three te- 
dious days between each! what am Ito 
conclude ? not that my Juliana is be- 
come a convert to the pride of birth and 
dignity of connection, not that the 

immenſe: fortunes. which preſent them- 
ſelves have warped her from the ſtrait, 
though thorny path of fidelity not that 
titles, rank, importance, and high diſ- 
tinction have faſcinated her underſtanding, 

or 


* 
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or betrayed her ſoul from its hitherto 
ſteady purpoſe :---No---no---ſhould my 
J uliana treat me, I had almoſt ſaid 
continue to treat me, with ſilent contempt 
---ſhould ſheſcornfully return my pligh ted 
vows, and ſcatter her own to the winds 
of heaven---ſhould ſhe hurl on me the 
vengeance of profeſſed diſlike, or chill 
my blood with cold and cutting negle&, 
---even then will I yield to my fate 
without a reflection, nor charge the beſt, 
the moſt amiable of women, with conduct 
which I know is not her own. 
Why, why my Juliana will you ſport 
with your own happineſs? it is not mine 
alone, it is yours which I ſolicit---could 
I but ſuſpect that your Falconer was 
become indifferent to you, could I doubt 
your conſtancy or your love; never 
ſhould the ſound of my voice, the efforts 
af 
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of. my pen, obtrude themſelves, to in- 
terruꝑt views which might in that caſe 


be pleaſing: heav'n witneſs ſor me, 
that I would endure eyen the torture of 


being abandoned by my Juliana, would 


the ſacrifice conduce to her peace or 


comfort; but 1 will not give up my 


pretenſions to caprice, and all the proſ- 
gects of aggrandiſement are capricious: 


Will the perturbed ſpirit be calmed, or 


che agitated mind lulled to compoſure 
by right honorable ſounds?? v4 
But you have pledged yaur word to your 


| #icle, and dare nat retrad your, promiſe — 
and is this the ground you mean to 


maintain? let. us for a moment then 


8 conlider its ſtr ength---by engagements 
which you neither attempt or wiſh to 


recal, engagements of the moſt ſolemu 
and ſacred nature, you exchange with 
7 5 me 25 
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me yows of everlaſting attachment - 
we are ſeparated by ſiniſter eyents---bat 
at the moment of parting, nay even 
afcerwards, theſe vows are interchange- 
_ ably ratified---cruel deceptions are prac- 
tiſed on us, you are induced to believe 
me no longer an inhabitant of the lower 
world ; and | am perſuaded that lighting 
your plighted faith, ſome happier man 
poſſeſſes your hand and heart; yet nei- 
ther your uncontradicted apoſtacy on the 
one hand, or my ſuppoſed irrevocable 
doom on the other, had power to ſhake 
the ardor of my love, or, though un- 
ſupported even by the poſſibility of hope, 
to abate the fervor of your conſtancy--- 
our VOWS thus unbroken, and under the 
influence of a fatal deception ; you enter 
into engagements immediately deſtruc- 
tive to thoſe, rom: which you conceive 

yourſelf 


1 
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yourſelf in ſome meaſure releaſed by the | 


ſuppoſed impracticability of their being 


Per formed - that apparent impractica- | 


bility is however removed, and no im- 


pediment remains to the completion of 


theſe engagements, but a promiſe foun- 
ded on miſtake, miſinformation. or 


? 


_— 
This you know to be the exat tate 


of the caſe---and the only queſtion which 


can ariſe upon it, is this---has this ſecond 
engagement, made under ſuch circum- 


ſtances, abrogated the former, or can 
it be held to be more 1 and 
obligatory? | 

And ſurely my Juliana will not con- 


tend a queſtion ſo eaſily determined, a 
queſtion will not admit of the ſmalleſt 
ſhadow of doubt in the court of reaſon, 

and how much leſs in the court of love? 


Let 
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Let me intreat you then, let me 
adjure you, my beloved Juliana, my 
only hope, my only wiſh, not to heſitate 
a moment longer; let not falſe notions 
of honor betray you into an abandon- 
ment of the moſt ſacred ties; nor ſuffer 
expectation of diſtant and doubtful 
events to beguile you of your peace and 
happineſs ;---my. fortunes are equal even 
to the occaſions of- elegance, I am al- 
ready in poſſeſſion of ar leaſt ſix thouſand 
pounds a year, and I am in certain 
ſucceſſion to upwards of five thouſand 
pounds a year more, without reckoning 
upon promiſed and probable additions 
from my uncle and other branches of 
my mother's family: Sir George, my 6 
mother, and all my relations are ſoli- 
citous for the honor of an alliance with 
you, and my pretenſions have been 

ſanctioned 


1 e 


n al 


ſanctioned by the approbation of your 
excellent mother: your honor, your 
faith, your love (for never will I believe 
you etpable of denying the precious 
acknowledginent) call on you to accept 
my hand, but you are reſtrained by un- 

rheanitgpunttilio---you ſcruple to break 
through an engagement founded on miſ- 
information, and the breach of which 
ein be productive of no other ill con- 
feſqqu ce than giving offence to the pride 
which 'you | deſpiſe, and the dignity 


which you conteinn; yet you ſacrifice © 


to mee the bleſfings you profeſs to 

| „ and the very life of the man you 
age to honor with your love. | 
Thus fituated can you heſitate a mo- 
ment? no ceremony is necefſary with 
| your uncle, he has been acquainted 
er oy ftate of your heart, and the 


nature 
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nature of your engagements, and Mr, 
Methold has kindly offered to make 
another effort to obtain his conſent; this 
failing, and to ſpeak the truth, neither 
that gentleman or myſelf have any great 
hope of ſucceſs, let no trivial conſider- 
ations, and how trifling are all others 

compared to thoſe of mutyal affection 
prevent your permitting your laſt named 
worthy. friend to receive my diſpoſitions 
of fortunes; which ean only be valuable 
to me, by becoming yours, and grati- 


fying tis wiſn WO the "RF. 


of all neee on 


Your ever devoted, 


le Ma 
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WILLIAM FALCONER, ESQ. 


Th Y CEA 


| Grofitor-Square, | IL "7 


1625 / 


JFFECT to bowr with! my leve--+ab/ 


7 KFalconer, yet, even yet are you 
unacquainted with. the heart of J uliana 
| Monteville; ſubject to moſt of the faults, 

the failings, the frailties of humanity, 


it is however a ſtranger to affectation, 


nor has it, or will it ever, even in 
compliance with the felation, for whoſe 


affection I am truly grateful, but to 
whoſe caprices, I do not ſubſcribe, 
Kare the affectation of being indif- 


ferent 
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ferent to the merit of him, who I am 
ready to avow has long poſſeſſed my 
heart. | 8 8 

But though T am in all caſes an enemy 185 
to caſuiſtry, and moſt of all in the affairs 
of the heart; yet you muſt indulge me 
with making ſuch a. ſtatement of the 
matter which engages your arguments, 
and all my attention, . as. preſents itſelf 
to a mind anxious to ſolve the difficulties 
by which it is perplexed, and earneſt to 
acquit itſelf, even at the expence of the 
moſt painful endurance, with Propriety 
and delicacy. ns „ 
The engagements to. my en, 1 
admit in the fulleſt extent, and if years 
of anguiſh are inſufficient to convinee 
him of my ſacred” adherence to them, ** 
now in the moſt ſolemn manner ratiſy. 
and conſirm them never will my heart 

Vor. III. 6 admit 


admit of a ſecond dae never r ſhall „m 
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moſt perfect conviction of . on the 
one part, and affection on the other, 
ſhall remain as unmoved as the 2 ee 
Witneſs in heaven.” | 
I will admit too that thoſe made to 
my uncle, were founded on deception, 
and that if T had not been deceived, no 
fuch promiſes would ever have eſcaped 
me; and what does this admiſſion 
ambunt to? no more; than that, if the 
alternative had offered, I ſhould have 
prefered happineſs to miſery, and the 
attainment of my withes to the deftruc- 
ron even of my hopes. . 
But bn a propoſition made to me by 
25 my uncle, and enforced by the kind and 
well meant perſuaſions of my friends, I 
cut into o engigemetts vi with him without 
any 


\ 
* 
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any limitation in favor of an alteration 
of ſentiment, without any exception in 
cCaſe of any event, and in conſequence of 
his reliance on the faith of thoſe promiſes, 
he receives me, eſtabliſhes me, makes 
arrangements totally different from his 
former intentions, and forms plans in 
life founded wholly on that reliance. 

In this caſe have I not bound' myſelf 
irrevocably by my promiſes, and have I 
not received a confideration for making | 
them? and would it be confiſtent with 
juſtice or common honeſty to avoid the 
agreement | have made merely. becauſe 
a (to me) better offer preſents itſelf ? 

Nor does the matter reſt here family 
importance pride, if you will have it 
ſo,—or conſcience, might have ſuggeſted 
to him the fitneſs of providing for his 
brother's daughter, his neareſt relation 
7 E's -- | in 
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in blood, and the legal rann of his 
fortunes; but whatever were his motives, 
I am perſuaded they have now all given 
way to the moſt tender affection, | and 
that my intereſts, however abſurd the 
means by which they are endeavored to 
be promoted, are the objects of his moſt 
ſolicitous care: and would not an at- 
tempt to fly in the ſace of my engage- 
ments to this kind relation, be adding 
ingratitude, to ſalſchood ? | 
Loet me then on my part intreat you 

no more to urge my departure from the 
ſtrict, though in this caſe ſomewhat 
rigid, rule of right; at leaſt content 
yourſelf to wait ſometime for events 
which, the chapter of accidents may 
reveal; be aſſured that as my heart is 
yours, ſo no perſuaſions, no inducements, 
(I need not particularize thoſe which you | 
| | do 
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do me the juſtice to acknowledge 1 


- deſpiſe) ſhall prevail on me to give my 
hand toanother—let Mr, Methold (whoſe 
diſintereſted attachment is the conſtant 
theme of my gratitude) make his at- 
tempt ;. try any other channel to move my 
uncle's reſolves, I will diſcourage no 


- 


efforts but ſuch as invade thoſe principles, 
which I truſt you will now yourſelf allow - 


ought to be inviolable, nor when a longer 
reſidence and a further intimacy with my 
noble relation, ſhall have warranted a 


greater degree of freedom in my addreſſes 


and applications to him, will I be back- 
ward in declaring my reſolves even to 
himſelf, and endeavoring to avail myſelf 


of that regard which my fincerely af- 


fectionate aſſiduities may poſſibly create, 
Yet whilſt I appear to draw a line for 


your conduct, let it not be ſupp ed that 
1 TI mean 
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I mean to letter you with. an engagement 
in a-doubtful and uncertain. purſuit z be 
you free to renounce it (though 1 will 
never exchange the renunciation) when 
and in what manner you pleaſe; I will 
not give you back your heart, for in 
truth, it is not in my power voluntarily 
to offer up ſo precious a ſacrifice ; but 
if you take it, I will neither murmur or 
complain, though mine will be rent in 
the ſeparation: for believe me Falconer, 
though I would not trifle with, my own 
happineſs, yours is the firſt Bei in all 
- my conſiderations, | 
| Your future letters will, I Foy my- 
ſelf, be ſuch as I can read with leſs 
pain, and anſwer with leſs difficulty, 
than bas occurred, in the peruſat and 
aeknowledgment of that now immedi- 
ately beſore me, and the two preceding. 
3 55 _ Your 
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Whew correſpondence i is not neceſſary to 
keep love alive, but it has a wonderful 
effect in cheriſhing hope, and when it 
is tempered by your unimpaſſioned 
judgment, and ſeaſoned with a proper 
quantity of patience, it is the only 
pleaſant cordial that can be adminiſtered 
to me. ee 

I ſhall continue to ak my let en 
to Louiſa, not for the ſake of conceal- 
ment, but becauſe I think it would 
appear to be a kind of defiance to my 
uncle to hold a public correſpondence 
with the man whoſe pretenſions he had 
' refuſed to favor, whilſt remain under 
his immediate protection. She will 
alſo communicate to you a little diary 
or narrative of occurrences, from the 
time I firſt became an inhabitant of this 
manſion, which I am to continue till 
E 4 | the 
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the return of all our continental friends 
from Richmond opens between usa more 
unreſtrained intercourſe, 

My mother bids me offer you her 
bleſſing, compliments ſhe ſays are in- 
explicit of regard, and love ſhe leaves 
to me, need it be tendered by your 


Juoutana MonTevitts b 


LETTER XXXIl. 
MISS MONTEVILLE 
7 0 
u iss AAL TO V. 

Groſvenor-Square, 177 


HE incloſed which I trouble my | 
dear Loviſa to deliver, will, I 
; hope, 
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hope, reſtore; to ſome degree of tran- 
quility, one of the moſt amiable of men; 
to you he will, I am convinced, diſcloſe 
the contents of it, and you will, I doubt 
not, ſtrengthen my. arguments, by rea- 
ſonings founded on the prudence, as 
well as the neceſſity of a patient ſub- 
miſſion at- preſent, to a delay in the 
accompliſhment of his wiſhes. 
I have ventured to promiſe that you 
will communicate to him, ſo much of 
the narrative you have required from 
me, as is contained in my former letters 
from this houſe, as well as the con- 
tinuance of it, upon which I am now 
about to enter. 12 
On the day preceding that on which 
I was to be preſented, my newly known 
relations condeſcended to honor me with 
a viſit, during which the converſation 
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of theſe dames of quality turned chiefly 
on the happineſs which. I muſt derive . 
from the unexpected affluence and ſplen- 
dor with which I was ſurrounded; and 
on the moſt important of all the topics 
which fall under female diſcuſſion, the 
dreſs which was to ornament my perſon 
on the momentous occaſion- my choice 
had fallen on the tende roſe coloured 
ſattin, enriched in the borders by the 
invaluable work of my Louiſa; nor could 
any other odjection be made to the 
preference I had given to it, but its 
ſimplicity, a fault which had been ſo 
totally overlooked by your Juliana, that 
nothing but the poſitive aſſurances of 
robility could have induced her to 


ccnceive it to be and thing dest than 
ſplendid. V 


But 


r 
But however deficient my own ideas 
might have been on this ſubject, thoſe 
of my uncle correſponded ftrictly with 
the opinions of our noble relations; for 
after they had left me, this generous: 
relation preſented me with a moſt mag- 
nificent ſet of jewels, many of which, 
he told me, had been worn by my 
grandmother, though they had all been 
new. ſet in modern taſte; and to this 
preſent was added the family dreſſing, 
plate till remaining in its original form, 
a circumſtance at which, much to the 
ſatisfaction of the noble giver, I could 
not help expreſſiog great pleaſure. 
Tbus metamorphoſed from a humble 
Norman paiſanne, to a Britiſh fine lady 
of acknowledged rank and conſequence; 
glittering with diamonds, yet undazzled 
by their luſtre, and deafened by flattery 
E 6 equally, 
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equally extravagant and infi ipid, bas 
your Juliana been dragged. through a 
ceremony which nothing could have 
rendered palatable but the kind and 
gracious reception of the beſt of ſo- 
vereigns, and the conſcious ſatisfaction 
of performing 4 duty pleaſing to myſelf, 
and grateful to my n and indulgent 
uncle. 5 | | 

On the following evening I made my 
appearance at the Opera, under the pro- 
_ eEtion of the ſame ladies, and again 
afforded converſation to the Belles, and 
amuſement to the Beaux; and yeſterday 
his Lordſhip gave a grand dinner and 
evening entertainment, to a very large 
party of the firſt rank and conſequence, 
at which, after being formally intro- 
duced, preſided as lady of the Manſion. 


FCC 95 


And now, ſo long ſince is it that 1 
have mingled with the great world, you 
will expect me to tell you how I reliſh 
this readmittance into the ſociety of thoſe, 
who by diſtinctions annexed to birth, 
wealth, or ſituation, are conſidered as A 
ſeparate order of beings from the buſy 
and indiſcriminate throng, who creep, 
or buſtle through life as one common 
herd, unmarked by peculiarity of cir- 
cumſtances, and undiſtinguiſhed by ſud- 
den elevation or unuſual depreſſion ; and 
what favorable or diſadvantageous dif- 
ference I diſcover between the firſt claſs, 
with whoſe manners I have been for ſome 
years leſs acquainted, and the ſecond, 
whoſe characters muſt have lately fallen 
more immediately under my obſervation, 

As to the firſt, I ſhall acknowledge, 
that was my heart totally at eaſe, a 
condition 
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condition extremely remote from the 
Nate of it, the forms and ceremonies 
eſſential to what is uſually termed good 
breeding, but which might with much: 
more propriety be ſaid to have been 
ſhackles fixed by cuſtom on rank and. 
fortune; would appear ſo irkſome to me, 
that my wiſh would be to fly for ſhelter 
from them to the boſom of that unre- 
ſerved friendſhip in which the heart is 
too materially engaged to be confined to 
the obſervance of exteriors; and that in 
the preſent diſpoſition of my mind, I 
ſhould prefer even ſolitude itſeli to the 
etiquette, formality. and ſolemn pomp of 


* 


greatneſs. 
And as to the ſecond, I am free to 
confeſs that to me human nature appears 
the ſame through all the diſguiſes of 
tte, riches, power, mediocrity, po- 
verty, | 
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verty, and diſtreſs; and that the ſame 
virtues, and the ſame vices, the ſame 
propenſities, and the ſame feelings, 
actuate the whole race of man, from the 
Prince to the peaſant, and ſhew them- 
| ſelves. in preciſely the ſame way; with 
_ this difference as to the effect, that virtue 
and vice are more exemplary in the great 
than the little, and that a good or a bad 
man of exalted rank or conſequenee, is 
more important in the relation he bears 
to ſocicty, than à pure or depraved 
character in private life. 
On reperuſal of the three laſt | para. 
graphs | perceive I have been unuſually, 
and I am afraid you will ſay uncharacteriſ- 
tically, ſententious; if ſo, reprehend me 
as I deſerve, yet I think the edge of your 
ſtrictures will be blunted by an avowal 
of che charge, and a hint, that in my 
ar ſituation, 
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ſituation, I find it frequently neceſſary 
to wander from myſelf; my taſk is not' 
a light one, duty and gratitude require 
me to be more than paſſive in ſcenes 
formed for my. entertainment, and in- 
tended to anſwer purpoſes apparently 
beneficial to me, whilſt my mind re- 
mains incapable of aſſuming the ch aracter 
I am to perform, and drags me back to 
painful and diſtreſsful recollection; un- 
der ſuch circumſtances I endeavor to 
ſtart ſubjects of ratiocrination, the only 
badinage to which my ſpirits are at pre- 
ſent equal; and you will allow there can 
thardly be a more ludicrous way of, tri- 
| fling, chan for a woman to attempt to | 
reaſon. 
My next letter ſhall however atone £ 
for the dull ſolemnity of this; it ſhall 
contain a hiſtory, eventful, and if my 
| pen 
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pen is capable of doing juſtice to the 
tale, pathetic, but that I very much 
doubt---Adieu! my Loviſa, receive 
and diſtribute all the reſpectful and 
OT" wiſhes of your . 


| Jotrana MoxrzvII Iz. 


LETTER XXXIlL 


MISS MON TEVIIL L E, 
To 
M188 eee 


Lalcham, ee, + 


OU will obſerve by the ptace from 
whence I date this letter; that the 
«diſtance between us is ſomewhat in- 
creaſed lince 1 concluded my laſt, and 
this 
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this circumſtance will account for the 
delay which has ariſen in my giving the 
communications promiſed i in that letter, 
and of which you make ſuch heavy 
complaints im the very ſhort note which 
has this moment reached my hands. 

And does your curioſity run ſo very 
high, my Loviſa, that you have ſcarce 
patience to tell me you are diſappointed? 
ſuch are the effects of eaſe and fully- 
© gratified wiſhes---when your heart was 
ra:ked with the anguiſh of hopeleſs love, 
and your mind tortured with unpromiſing 
doubt and ſuſpenſe, did the fate of any 
individual, beſides. D'Heſton, intereſt 
your cares ? ? to relieve the diſtreſſed, to 
viſit the ſick, to cheriſh the unfortunate, 
were duties exacted from you by the 
calls of humanity, and you were urged 


to the performance of them by a general 
diſpoſition. 
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diſpoſition to benevolence; for the or- 
dinary impulſe of curioſity your mind 
had no room; it was completely occu- 
pied by conſiderations too ſelf- affecting 
to admit the intruſion of a gueſt fo 
foreign to its deareſt concerns. — but, 
mark the difference ! your doubts re- 
moved, your fears ſubſided, the ftorm 
| within compoſed ; human nature, over- 
whelmed, but not extin&, revives, 
female curioſity again takes the lead, 
and the hiſtory of, you not who, be- 
comes the object of ſuch peeviſh im- 
patience, that you actually write a note 
of three lines only, to chide your Juliana 
for her anpardanable delay. 
| You fee, Louiſa, I too, know how 
to chide, but mine are the chidings of 
friendſhip, of rejoicing friendſhip,. for 
never did ſatisfaction more ſincere poſ- 
ſeſs 


: ſeſs a human breaſt than that which I 
feel at being convinced that 

N Y our boſoms bord fits lightly on his hren. 
Unaſſailed by any other troubles than 
thoſe raiſed by creative fancy, the way- 
ward offspring of undiſturbed proſp erity. 

But I ſhall not be content to chide, 
I ſhall alſo puniſh—nor ſhall my Loviſa's 
curioſity be gratified till I have explained | 
the occaſion! of my ſudden change of 
ſituation, and gratiſied myſelf with an | 

aecount of our little journey, and a 
wy deſcription: of this charming retreat. 

I had but juſt finiſned my laſt letter, 
when my uncle acquainted us that the 
houſe had adjourned for a week, and as 
the weather was ſo unuſually pleaſant as 
to promiſe him the enjoy ment of his rod, 
even at this very advanced ſtate of the ; 
Nead, he wiſhed to ſpend this receſs at his 

1 N W 
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newly purchaſed villa, and as he hoped 
to be favored with the company of my 
mother and myſelf, he would engage 
Mr. Walſingham, who he expected at 
| dinner, to make up our whiſt party, and 
would order the coach at any hour in the 
morning that would be agreeable to us. 
Added to an extreme fondneſs for the 
country, and my earneſtneſs to give every 
proof of my gratitude, I had another 
motive to concur with the wiſhes of Lord 
H---, 1 ſhould have the ſatisfaction of 
conferring happineſs on our old domeſtic 
and faithful, though humble friend, 
honeſt Nicolai, to whom this unexpected 
viſit. would be doubly pleafing, as his 
Lordſhip had not given him any hope of 
ſeeing us here till the ſpring, though he 
had directed him to keep every part of 
che houſe well aired, in caſe any cir- 
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| cumſtance like the preſent ſhould induce 
him do change! his purpoſe. N 
At nine the following morning our 
journey commenced, and after ſtopping 
a few minutes to admire a grotto and 
ſome exquiſitely elegant ſhell work, the 
performance of a lady, who we were 
informed was\conmefed with the Earl of 
., and rurning ſomewhat out of 
our way to paſs through ſome of thoſe 
delightful. villages on the fide of the 
Thames, whoſe alluring ſituation at- 
tracting equally the attention of the man 
of wealth, and the man of taſte, has 
drawn proofs from each of elegance and 
magnificence; at the end of three hours 
we found ourſelves at the gate of this 
villa. „ 
The houſe is extremely ſmall, con- 
; n. below of a dining parlour, drawing 


rgom, 
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| room, (both on a very moderate ſcale) 


and a little breakfaſling room, which 
ſerves alſo as my uncle's dreſſing room, 
as a receptacle for his fiſhing tackle, and 


his library; if it be fit to give that 


denomination to a few dozen books, 


choice indeed in their ſubjects, and calcu- 
| lated to increaſe the value of retirement. 


Above are five bed rooms, two of 
them extending over part of the offices, 
and a ſingle dreſſing room, which his 
Lordſhip has kindly appropriated to the 


uſe of my mother and myſelf ; and the 


whole fitting up, and furniture of the 
houſe beſpeaks the taſte'of a nobleman, 
who knows how to diſtinguiſh between 
the magnificence of the Manfion where 
the dignity of the poſſeſſor is to be ſup- 
ported by due appearance, and the 
{imple th which conſtitutes the 


luxury 3 
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| luxury of e eee N 900 the 
great world. | 
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The offices, though of, —_—_— 
ſize to the houſe, are calculated to anſwer 
every purpoſe of comfort and conve- 


rably diſpoſed, comprehending pinery, 


hot walls, flower-pit and melonry; and 


affording every production which can 
delight the eye, and enrich the table 


a terrace by which they are terminated 


towards the river, embowered by tall 


trees, the ſtem of each ſupporting honey- 
ſuckles, which at this late ſeaſon are not 


wholly deſtitute of flowers, ſurpaſſes in 


beauty all my ideas of deſcription. 


The adjoining meadows, which conſiſt 


but of a. ſmall number of acres, and 


were included. in the purchaſe, are ap- 


baræoiy rich, and actually ſo, if I may 
0 judge 


* 
** b . 
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From the delicious cream with which we 
are plentifully ſupplied at every meal; 
the beauty of the Alderney cows has. not 
eſcaped my obſervation, nor did my 
remark the approbatory notice of wy 
very attentive uncle. 

The reſident domeſtics confiſt of a 
gardener venerably grey, but an adept 
in his profeſſion 3 his wife, a notable 
dairy woman ; their clean, comely, roſy 
daughter, the effect of whoſe labours as 
a houſemaid bears witneſs to her induſtry ; 
Aa country lad to attend the grounds and 
cattle, and aſſiſt about the houſe, and, 
though laſt, not leaſt, your old ac- 
quaintance Nicolai Brunon, who, like 
his predeceſſor in government, the im- 
mortal Sancho, ſeems to have conciliated, 
in a wonderful degree, the affections of 
His new ſubjects. 8 
Vol. III. F As 


As our arrival was early enough to 
give Nicolai an opportunity of diſp! aying 
his culinary ſkill, he was by no means 
backward in giving ſuch proofs of it, as 
to draw from his Lordſhip expreſſions | 
of approbation highly acceptable to the 
| honeſt Norman, whoſe joy on the OC- 
caſion could only be equalled. by that 
which he manifeſted at the wholly un- 
A expected appearance and kind notice of 
my mother and myſelf. Cab 

Having now inflicted the e 
puniſhment, 1 ſhould proceed to acquit 
myſelf of blame by fulfilling that en- 
gagement, the neglect. of which has 
excited your impatience ; but my paper 
reminds me that my hiſtory muſt com- 
mence with a new ſheet; beſides, I am 
in momentary expectation of a ſummons 
| from my uncle to * him on a fiſhing 


party 
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party; and my joining him in this 
amuſement being a very particular gra- 
 tification to him, I take care to be ready 
at every call. 

Thus far, I will however go, that I 
may not put your patience to an unjuſt, 
as well as ſevere trial; I will indulge 
you with information that the promiſed 
ſtory is that of my new attendant (or 
rather acquaintance, for I can no longer 
conſider her in the light of a ſervant;) 
whoſe confidence I have fully obtained, 
and whoſe melancholy tale ſhall be the 
ſubje& of the next letter you receive 
_—_ 


Juliana MonTEvILLE. 
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had procured for her relation the 


eſtabliſnment ſhe wiſhed, a flight cold 


confined me to my room, and my mo- 
ther being engaged in 2 party at Piquet 

with Lord H- --, an opportunity offered 
for me to make thoſe enquiries of this 
apparently diſtreſſed young woman, 
Which were abſolutely neceſſary for my 


Very few 3 as: Mrs. "FIR 


own quiet, and to anſwer purpoſes to 


which I was urged by a tender and 


| ſympathetic concern. .. . My 


Ar 


My firſt notice of her melancholy 
affected her ſo much that I almoſt re- 
pented the attempt, though my motives 
were much leſs thoſe of curioſity, than 
of benevolence ; by my ſoothing aſſu- 
rances ſhe was however ſoon compoſed | 
enough to give me the following account, 
which I ſhall communicate, as nearly as 
I can recolle&, in her own artleſs and 
affecting language. N "LOTES 
My ſtory, Madam, which you fo 
kindly and indulgently permit ane to 
relate, is that of a very humble, and 
inſignificant being, and my misfortunes. 
of no greater magnitude than thoſe which 
befal numbers of much more worthy 
perſons, whoſe virtuous fortitude enables 
them to endure with patier ce, evils 
which have ſunk my coward ſpirits into 
deſpondency. 


. My 


My father was the elder brother of 
Mrs, Mercer's huſband, and practiſed 
as a Phyfician at N. , his marriage was 
conſidered as an imprudent one, my 
mother's fortune conſiſting chiefly in an 
agreeable perſon, pleaſing manners, and 
accompliſhments which though of high 
: eſtimation in the opinion of my father, 
made no figure in worldly calculations : 
| my father's little patrimony, and the 
emoluments of his profeflion afforded 
them however a decent ſubſiſtance, and 
. the comforts they derived from mutual 
aſſection, much more than compenſated 
for any deficiencies in the luxuries of ien 
or the ſplendor of appearance. 
Of five children I was the only ſur- 
vivor, the others all died in their infancy ; 
and before I had completed my tenth 
year, the union of this happy couple was 
cruelly 
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eruelly interrupted by the death of my 
mother, who was attacked by a putrid 
fever, which baffled the {kill of three 
other Phyſicians, and the moſt earneſt 
exertions of my father, and left him to 
mourn' an irretrievable loſs, and me 
_ expoſed to misfortunes which I was then 
too young to apprehend. | 
Nor did the affection of my father 
permit me to ſuffer from this unfortunate 
deprivation; his tenderneſs, his attention, 
his care, were redoubled, my education 
in every neceſſary branch was committed 
to the beſt maſters, and my manners 
were formed under the example and 
| taſtruQtion of a Lady equally amiable 
and accompliſhed, whoſe fortunes in life 
bore ſo little proportion to her merits, 
that ſhe was reduced to the neceſſity of 
ſecking ſome eſtabliſhment to eke our 
F' 4 4 the 
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the ſcanty proviſion of a penſion as the 
widow of an officer. | 
Thus ſituated for ſix years ſucceeding 
the death of my mother, my happineſs | 


was uninterrupted; my father was my 


protector, my friend, my companion; 
Mrs. Hudſon, much more my mother 
than my governeſs; the increaſe of my 
father's practice had enlarged the ſcale 
of his connections, we were on terms 
of intimacy with the principal families 
in the town and neighbourhood, and 
were included in every party of amuſe- 
ment which was formed in a very ExX- 
tenſive circle. 

But this morning ſunſhine, was ſoon 
obſcured by a cloud, which has inter- 
cepted all my proſpects of earthly fe- 
licity, and involved me in dark and 
hopeleſs diſtreſs. BY 


Juſt 
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Juſt as I had paſt my ſixteenth year, 
my father was called on to viſit Mr. 
Holmes, a Gentleman of the firſt ap- 
parent conſequence in the town, whoſe 
health had been injured by giving way 
to too much diſſipation, in the ma- 
nagement of an election which had been 
warmly conteſted, and in which he had 
taken an active part for the friend of 
the miniſter, who had owed his ſucceſs 
on a former, as well as the preſent oc- 
caſion to the influence and intereſt of 
this Gentleman, whoſe dreſs, equipage, 
table, and general expence, gave him a 
command of votes not only ſuperior to 
that of any other individual, but ſuf- 
ficient to preponderate againſt the united 
weight of the many ſtrenuous opponents 
of his power. : | 
e eee | As. 
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As his illneſs, which terminated fa- 
tally, was of long continuance, and the 
viſits of my father conſtantly and fre- 
quently repeated, a degree of familiar ty 
took place between him and Mrs. 
Holmes, which induced him to con- 
tinue his viſits to the widow of his 
patient, a ſhewy faſhionable woman, 
twenty years younger than my father 
and, | as the ſole executrix of her huſband, 
ſuppoſed to - polieſs a very Wy 
fortune. 

The approaching marriage of this 
couple. became ſoon the ſubject of pub- 
lic converſation, nor was it long after 
the report had reached me, before my 
father himſelf made me the confidant of 
| his intentions, and as I had no argu- 
ments to oppoſe to a deſign in which he 
ſeemed to believe his happineſs and his 

| . Intereſt 
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intereſt were materially concerned, I 
had only to expreſs my wiſhes that both 
might be promoted by this union ; and 
within a month my father preſented to 
me a mother in law. 
At firſt, all was civility and apparent 
affection. on her part, on mine reſpect 
and attention; and though my heart 
refuſed to yield regard to her, yet that 
which I. bore to my indulgent father, 
inf pired me with a wiſh, as well as a 
hope, that her behaviour to him and to 
| ati Fe her to my grateful: 


myſelf would en 
eſteem. 
But a very few months convinced: 
me that the apprehenſions which had 

alarmed me, on the firſt notice of the 
intended connection, and the difficulty 

1 found in perſuading myſelf that ſhe- 
was n the affection of my truly _ 
Fs. amiable 
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_ amiable father, were founded in ſome= 

what more than the natural diſguſt 
which the introduction of ſuch a relation . 
zs apt to excite. 
To my ſorrow, I now found her over- 
bearing, rude, and vindictive: and to 
the grief of my father, he diſcovere& 
that he had been as much deceived in 
her fortune as her diſpoſition; for it 
now came out that the ſplendor which 
had been attributed to the opulence of 
her former huſband, had been ſupported 
by a penſion from the miniſter, which- 
ceaſing when it could no longer be ap- 
plied to ſerviceable purpoſes; nothing 
remained for his widow, but a trifling- 
arrear, the furniture of his, houſe, and 
ſome articles of equipage, the whole 
amounting. to little more than five hun- 
dred mo a n by no means 
adequate 


r 
adequate to the calls of neceſſity, much 
leſs to thoſe of vanity, and the grati- 
fication of an extravagant paſſion for 
dreſs, the reſult of an early, and, as it 
was now whiſpered; not very creditable 

introduction into the gay world, in 
which ſhe had for ſometime figured 
under the protection of a:nobleman, not 
diſtinguiſhed by diſintereſted attach- 
ments to the fair ſex, who had favored 
the pretenſions of Mr. Holmes, and 


procured him, as her marriage portion, 
the appointment and penſion which he 
had enjoyed during his life, but which. 


was loſt to his widow by the failure of 
her intereſt, her huſband having ſur- 

vived her noble friend for ſeveral years. 
And to add to the pain of theſe diſco- 
veries, my father, whoſe affection for his 
wife triumphed not only. over his diſ- 
appointment 
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appointment as to worldly matters, but 
even his chagrine at the more diſagreeable 
part of the intelligence, had, in conſe- 
quence of his marriage, given ſuch an ad- 
ditional ſcope to the expence of his eſta- 
bliſhment, that he was now compelled 
either to exceed the bounds of prudence, 
or to make ſuch retrenchments, as would. 
expoſe a deception which for his own: 
ſake, as well as his wife's, he wiſhed- to 
conceal; few men chuſing to acknow- 
ledge themſelves dupes, or to confeſs. 
motives which might bring into doubt 
either their ſincerity or their ſagacity. 

He therefore unfortunately determined 
to ſupport the ſame appearances, as if 
the ideal fortune of his wife had been. 
realized, and the only. alteration made 
in his expences, was by the diſmiſſion 
of my moſt excellent friend Mrs. Hud- 

5 5 ſon, 
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ſon, an event which I attributed to the 
art of my mother in law, and for which 
ſubſequent circumſtances have ſince fa- 
tally pointed out her reaſons. 

Grieved as I was at my own heavy 
loſs, I was leſs ſenſibly affected on my 
own account, than on that of my be- 
loved governeſs, inſtructreſs, and mo- 
nitreſs; I regretted my ſeparation from 
the companion and guide of my youth, 
but I felt no apprehenſions that her 

councils were eſſential to my happineſs : 
I wept for the inconveniences to which 
ſhe might be expoſed, but my | regrets 
were unmixed with any conſiderations 
of the dangers which might threaten 
myfelf—Alas ! how ſhort ſighted were 
my views! how miſapplied my concern ! | 
the worthy Mrs. Hudſon was inſtantly 
received with joy by a family of the 
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firſt diſtinction: and to the want of her 
advice do I now aſcribe misfortunes. 
for a period to which I am unable to 
look forward with hope. 
About this time a Regiment of Foot 
arrived i in the town, the officers of which: 
were a very conſiderable reinforcement 
tb our aſſeinblies, and as they were moſt 
of them men of reſpectable characters, 
they were received at the houſes of the 
inhabitants with that. hoſpitality which 
is due to thoſe who ſupport with dignity, 
the honor of a profeſſion, in which. of 
all others a contrary conduct is moſt 
conſpicuous ;. to my mother in law their, 
viſits were peculiarly agreeable, an | 


officer is of courſe a beau, and a man of 
gallantry, and dreſs and flattery con- 
ſtituted in her opinion, the higheſt 
recommendation. 


Among : 
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Among thoſe to whom our doors 
were always open, a young man, whoſe 
name, for reaſons which the ſequel of 
my ſtory will render too obvious, I 
ought not to reveal, diſtinguiſhed me 
by more than common marks of regard, 
and as his perſon was agreeable, his 
manners pleaſing, and he ſtood high in 
the eſteem of his brother officers, his 
aſſiduities ſoon made ſuch an impreſſion 
on my heart as to leave me no power of 
refuſal, when in the moſt modeſt, and 
reſpe&ful terms, he avowed his paſſion, | 
and beſought my permiſſion to prefer 
his ſuit to my father, and ſolicit him ta 
ſanction his addreſſes. 

Nor, having communicated to this 
affectionate parent his wiſhes and his 
hopes; did he meet with any other ob- 
jection than the extreme youth of both, 

which 
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which would prevent his conſenting to 
our union for at leaſt a year or two, and 


the propriety as well as neceſſity of his 
obtaining the conſent of his own father 


before he drew me into engagements, 


which in caſe. of his diſapprobation 


might-prove injurious to my peace, and | 
ſubverſive of the happineſs, which the 


affection he profeſſed for me would 
induce him to promote. 


And to both theſe cine: Ry 


lover readily' ſubſcribed, propoſing to 


viſit: his father, as ſoon as he could 


obtain leave of abſence from the Re- 


giment, for the purpoſe of laying be- 


fore him the ſtate of his heart, and 


urging him to concur in a meaſure in. 
which the deareſt intereſts of his life 
were engaged. 
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In the mean time we met without 
reſtraint, and exchanged our vows with- 
out apprehenſion ; the conditional ap- 
probation of my father, and the un- 
doubting confidence of my lover that 
his would as readily acquieſce, under 
the ſame reſtrictions as to diſtance of | 
time ; were aſſurances ſo flattering to 
our wiſhes, that we dreaded no ſtorm 
which could ſhipwreck our loves, or 
endanger our ſmiling hopes. 2 

But theſe proſperous appearances were 
of ſhort duration, my lover had ſolicited 
and obtained his leave, and was preparing 
to ſet out on his journey, when an order 
arrived for the inſtant March of the 
Regiment to Portſmouth to embark in 
tranſports already prepared to convey 
them to foreign ſervice. 


This 


r 4, 


This was a blow. as dreadful, as it 
was unexpected, the commanding of- 
ficer of the Regiment having entertained 
ſo little ſuſpicion of ſuch an event, that 
he had actually hired a houſe for the 
year Ih the neighbourhood of N—, and 
had removed his family from the me- 
tropolis to this new. habitation, but a 
vefy few days before the receipt of the 
orders for embarkation. 

As it was impoſſible that my lover | 
could, conſiſtently with any regard to 
| his honor or intereſt, abſent himſelf for 

a moment on the preſent occaſion, his 
application to his father was by the 
advice of mine poſtponed till his return, 
when the oth:r objection might be in 
ſome meaſure removed, and no im- 


pediment occur to prevent the imme- 
 Giate completion of his. w iſhes, unleſs. 
abſence 
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abſence ſhould ſhake his preſent attach. 
ment, in which caſe it would' be happy 
that both. ſhould remain unfettered by 
engagements, the performance of which. 
might be no longer deſirable. 

But thoſe engagements were already 
made and ratified with all the ſolemnities 
of mutual vows, and plighted fidelity, 
and again and again were they repeated, 
before we parted to meet alas! no more. 

Of all the officers who viſited my 
father, Captain Morcombe was the- moſt 
diflinguiſhed favorite of my mother in 

law; he poſſeſſed beſides his commiſſion, 
ſome private fortune, and was as re- 
markable for the elegance of bis dreſs, 
as for the peculiarity of his diſpoſition, 
which led him to cover principles of 
honor and generoſity by an affectation of 
looſe morals and diſfipated conduct. 

In 
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In the proſecution of this aſſumed 
character, the laws of hoſpitality were on 
all occaſions to be trampled on, and the 
wife of the man who received him as a 
friend was to be marked as the object of 
lawleſs attempt; but though he affected 
to glory in theſe efforts, his conſcience 
always called him back, and when in 
obedience to her dictates he abandoned 
bis purſuits, he thought it neceſſary to 
apologize for his retreat from iniquity, 
by depreciating the value of the prize, 
and ſuggeſting the love of dear variety, 

and the proſpect of ſome more ——_— 

conqueſt. | | 

On his firſt IN at N he laid 
cloſe, ſiege to my mother in law, who 
favored his ſuit with ſuch ſignificative 
tokens of approbation, that he began to 

entertain apprehenſions for that virtue 
which 
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which he diſregarded in appearance only, 
and finding it neceſſary to draw off from 
the purſuit, though he was ſtill inclined 
to maintain his pretenſions to the repu- 
tation of a debauchee; he contrived to 
throw out hints which he was well aſſured 
would be reported to my mother in law, 
that he paid his court to her to facilitate 
his addreſſes to me, who was alone the 
Object of his adoration, the vanity of the 
old lady laying her open to every de- 
ception which he was diſpoſed to practiſe. 
But the operation of his plan proved 
of the moſt fatal conſequences to me, 
without anſwering the purpoſe for which 
it was intended; my mother in law grew 
Jealous indeed, and angry, but her re- 
ſentment turned on me alone, and to 
her vengeance I became a moſt unhappy 

ſacriſicc. N 
A 


e 


Agentleman in the neigh bourhood, of 
unblemiſhed character, and very large 
fortune, had, unfortunately for my peace 
and happineſs, ſeen me at a public aſ- 
ſembly, and contriving to get acquainted- 
with my father he became a frequent 
_ viſitor at our houſe ; as the aſcendency 

of my mother in law, over my father was 
too obvious to eſcape obſervation, Mr. 
Ibbetſon opened to her his intentions to 
make ſuch propoſals to my father as he 
apprehended could not be unacceptable, 
and requeſted in terms expreſſive of his 
opinion of its weight, her countenance 

and intereſt, | 
N00 propoſition could at this moment 
have been ſo grateful io my offended 
ſtep- mother, ſhe readily entered into 
his views, beſtowed the higheſt enco- 
miums on his difintereſted ſpirit,. and 
aſſured 
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aſſured him not only of her utmoſt aſ- 
ſiſtance, but of certain ſucceſs; totally 
concealing every circumſtance of my 
engagement, to which he was a perfect 
ſtranger . | 

Nor. did ſhe over-rate her power—my 
credulous father was eaſily prevailed on 
to conſider the conceſſions he had made 
to my former lover, as merely con- 
ditional, and therefore totally incon- 
cluſive; and as he was now perſuaded 
that it was his duty to promote a mar- 
riage ſo highly advantageous to his 
daughter, he with the tenderneſs which 
I had ever experienced from him, opened 
the buſineſs to me, and with all the 
arguments which could be offered to 
ſtrengthen ſo weak a cauſe, endeavored 
to obviate objections founded on every 
principle of honor, juſtice, and love. 

Vox. III. ö But 
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But he ſoon diſcovered that it was 
impoſſible to ſhake my fidelity, or to 
Induce me to violate vows, made ſacred 
by the ties of ſentiment as well as af- 
fection; and the future management of 
this infernal undertaking was committed 
to my artful and vindictive mother-in- 
law; my father having yielded his con- 
ſent to be totally 'paſſive in the mat- 


ter, and to refuſe any appeal that ſhould _ 


be made to him by his unfortunate * 
ſecuted daughter. 

And now I was harraſſed by berpemul 
importunity, and by turns courted by 
the moſt ſplendid promiſes, and terrified 
by the moſt horrid threats, till worn out 
by unceaſing torment, I formed a re- 
ſolution, the execution of which has 

been attended with conſequences fo 


| ſhocking, as to cats Oy mind the 
| nd keeneſt 
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keeneſt anguiſh, when I reflect on the 
folly, and temerity of conduct, which a 
moment's reflection would have taught 
me to avoid, as the certain road to that 
ruin which I have moſt unhappily ex- 
perienced in the purſuit of it. 

I found by the continuance of my 
lover's correſpondence, that the regiment 
was not yet embarked, though in mo- 
mentary expectatiou of orders to that 
purpoſe; and I deſperately determined 
to confide in his honor, and to throw 
myſelf into his arms, to avoid treatment 
which became every day more intolerable, 
and what was ſtill more dreadful to me, 
the perpetual apprehenſion of being 
trapped into a compliance with a meaſure 
which my ſoul abhorred. 

My reſolution taken, I ka for 
my flight by an examination into the 

G2 ſtate 
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Nate of my caſh; which I found would 
abundantly provide for ſuch a journey, 
and for any exigencies which might 
happen; I had alſo ſome valuables which 
were portable in a narrow compaſs, and 
thoſe I ſecreted in different parts of the 
riding dreſs in which I meant to eſcape. 
The manner of my elopement too, I 
ſettled in ſuch a way as to prevent all 
probability of being overtaken in a pur- 
ſuit, and having fixed in my mind the 
time of my departure, I aſked my fa- 
ther's permiſſion to ſpend two or three 
days with a young lady at W., about 
eighteen miles from N———, by way 
of returning a viſit which ſhe had ſome- 
time before paid me; and my requeſt 
was readily complied with, on condition 
that I ſhould ſuffer Mr, Ibbetſon to bring 
me home in his carriage; a ſtipulation 
to 
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to which J agreed with ſo much chear- 
fulneſs that my good mother - in- law 
entertained no little hope of my being at 
length prevailed on to favor her viewss. 
But before the arrival of the eventful 
day, 1 thought it my duty to make one 
effort more to engage my miſguided 
father in my intereſt, and to induce him 
to thoſe exertions which his duty and his 

honor required to reſtue me from a cruel 
and unjuſt perſecution, and preſerve to 
me the invaluable privilege of holding 
inviolable engagements entered into, if 
not with his immediate concurrence, at 
: leaſt not without his knowledge, and 
implied, if n not actual, conſent. | 

But arguments, intreaties, tears, and 
prayers, were in vain urged to this 
infatuated, though ſtil affectionate pa- 
rent, he poſitively refuſed to interfere, 


G . and 
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ind e me to his wife, with a 
remark that I muſt certainly be miſtaken 
u hen I ſuppoſed her to be my enemy, 
whoſe ſtruggles againſt my obſlinaey 
could not fail to be confidered by every 
unprejudiced and diſpaſſionate perſon as 
proofs of the ſincereſt regard. | 
Thus repulſed, and my reſolution 
ſtrengthened by this difappeintment, I 
no longer hefitated, but on the following 
morning, in an evil and unfortunate 
| ö hour, I quitted my father's houſe, and 
born away by the haſty impulſe of im- 
: prudent reſentment, I committed myſelf 
to the world for that protection, which 
in the laſt event I could not have claimed 
in vain from a parent of whoſe affection 
I had never entertained a doubt, and 
' whoſe tenderneſs muſt have been awak- 


ened by the reſiſtance which it would 
| have 


for ra w 
have been always in my power' to have 
made, againſt any violent or coexcive 
attempt. 

My uſual conveyance to and from 
W---, being the Stage Coach which 
paſſes through both towns in its way to 
the metropglis, I took my place in that 
vehicle, giving no particular directions 
to the driver to ſet me down at W---, a 
neglect which paſſed wholly unnoticed 
by the ſervant who attended me, and 
brought my little trunk to the carriage, 
as my viſits had been ſo frequent to the 
ſame lady, that he might eaſily ſuppoſe 
believed the coachman underſtood the 
extent of my Journey. a 
This however did not happen to be 
the caſe, the perſon employed to drive 
the coach on this day was a ſtranger, to 
whom I was perfectly unknown; with 
| G 4 "2 
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the paſſengers I was equally unacquainted. 
ſo that we. paſſed through W without 
a queſtion being aſked, and without any 
other ſtop than the ordinary one to ng 
the horſes. | 
During this firſt part of the Journey 
my mind was affected by turns with 
doubts, and reſolves, with fears of pro- 

ceeding and dread of returning, with all 
the anguiſh of contrite pity for the diſ- 
treſs of my beloved father; and with all 

the lorrors of the accumulated vengeance 
of his provoked and inveterate wife —it 
was yet in my power to recal my purpoſe, | 
and my intention would remain for ever 
buried in my own boſom I might ſtill 
ſpare the tears and pangs of my father, 
and to ſuch a proof of filial regard I was 
prompted by duty and afſection - but 


this could only be done at the expence 
7 15 | of 
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of my preſent peace, or of my honor, 
my truth, and my love; and theſe were 
ſacrifices to which I felt myſelf unequal. 
Such were my perturbations till we 
turned our backs on the town of W , 
then it was too late to recede, the dye 
was thrown, and I was bound to ſtand 
the hazard---unfortunate caſt ! in which 
were thrown away parental fondneſs, 
female delicacy, and, alas! moſt un- 
juſtly, even reputation itſelf ! _ 
Thus far my fair hiſtorian, nor would 
I now break off, though I have almoſt 
written a volume, but that I am inter- 
rupted by hearing Mr. Walſingham 
(every thing is heard in a houſe of this 
ſize) making earneſt enquiry after me, 
my uncle 1s gone to breakfaſt with Sir 
Edwin Freeman, at Windſor, what can 
make the worthy man ſo urgent to ſee 
7 G's ma 
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me? but I muſt gratify him---I' ſhald 
return to my taſk in a few minutes; 


DES am -returned, but not in a diſpo- 
ſition to. continue a melancholy tale 
to-morrow you ſhall have the ſequel---. 

to-day ſhall be dedicated to the plea- 
ſores of philanthropy, the Joys of ſen- 
ſibility. 

Mr. Walſingham bad . loud in 
his enquiries for me, but he was totally 
ſilenced by my appearance, he attempted 
indeed to ſpeak, but unavailingly, and 
preſenting to me a pacquet, the ſeal; 
broken, he bowed reſpectfully, and 

wiping a tear from his eye, retired. 

4s s there could be no doubt but he 
1 wiſhed me to examine the contents, I 
\ n it with eager curioſity, which 


vas fully and bighly gratified | by the 
TN Letter 
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Letter of which the following is a 
COPY. 


« Dear Sir, 


In an intimate acquaintance of near 
three years, neither your worth or your 
misfortunes have eſcaped my notice; 
nor could a better proof be given of the 
one, than your chriſtian- and philo- 
ſophical reſignation to-the-other. The 
little acknowledgments I have endea- 
vored to make for the favor of your 
friendſhip,, and the pleaſure of your 
converſation, have wounded my de- 
licacy with the apprehenſion. of their 
creating a ſenſe of. obligation, an idea- 
no leſs painful to me,. than the ſenſation 
itſelf muſt be to a man of your ſenſi-- 
bility. The office in the cuſtoms, to 
which. you are appointed by the patent 
„ herewithi 


142 Ir 2 * A 


herewith incloſed, is, I am informed, 
of fomewhat more than three hundred 
pounds annual value; nor will the at- 
tendance required be either conſtant or 
burthenſome. To you, whoſe expences 
are bounded by more than common 
moderation, this little income will ſe- 
eure independency, and if with your 
acceptance of it, you will promiſe to 
conſider it as the reward of merit, and 
the diſcharge of a debt due to friendſhip 


a5 and eſteem, you will gratify all the 


wiſhes of, 
pr "ag Dear Sir, 
1 | Your ſincerely faithful friend 
and affectionate humble ſervant, 
ax 5 6 eee 
Pardon me my moſt excellent uncle 
for having ever treated lightly that 
dignity, - which alimilming- to high 
birth, 
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birth, and illuſtrious titles, the nobleſt, 
the moſt exalted ſentiments, makes up 
the conſummation of human character, 
the dignity of virtue ! 

And you too, my Juliana, minſt 
excuſe me, that, affected as I am with 
this amiable trait of the truly great Lord 
H- -, I am unable at this moment to 
method ize my recollection into, even 
intereſting, narrative my mind ſeems 
overcharged I muſt feek' the worthy 
Walſingham, and joining him in ſtrains 
of praiſe, diſcharge my own burthen, 
and give the relief of communication to 
a heart oppreſſed with gratitude. 

And will you, my deareſt friend, 
with your uſual kindneſs to the diſtreſſed, 
teach my poor Falconer to derive con- 
ſolation, and even hope from this de- 
velopement of the amiable diſpoſition, 

the 
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the unequalled generoſity of my ad- 


mirable uncle? the heart that gives 
birth to ſuch actions, cannot be ob- 
durate, nor be long confined within the 


narrow and circumſcribed limits of pre- 


judice and peculiarity. 
But I muſt not indulge a moment's 
further conſideration on a ſubje& which 
may revive diſquietudes, that, for this 
day, at leaſt I wiſh to ſuppreſs---away 


then with all that concerns myſelf even 


partially] be the preſent hour dedicated 
to the feelings. of benevolence, and 
the generous emotions of diſintereſted 
friendſhip, ſuch as my Juliana's for 


| her, 


Affectionate and grateful, 


JuLiana MoxrEVILLT. 


EE B.. 
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SH A LL now complete the un. 

1 finiſhed Hiſtory of Miſs Mercer, 
and I truſt my Juliana will admit my 
implicit obedience to» her verbal com- 
mands by Mr. Methold, as. a. full a- 
tonement for the grievous offence o o 
having kept her curioſity on the ſtretch 
for three immeaſurable days---you. ſee your 
charge d'aff aires has been critically exact in 
the communications confided to him: I 
wiſh my memory may be as faithful in 
recording 
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recording the expreſſion, as it is in the 
remembrance of all the circumſtances of 
this diſtreſsful tale, which will hardly 
eſcape it, whilſt pity, compaſſion, and 
humanity are inhabitants of my boſom : 
but however the copy may fall ſhort, 
you muſt be content to read it as the 
original. wt I 
„My companions in the coach were 
an honeſt tradeſman, making his annual 
journey to London for the purpoſes of 
ſettling his accounts with his ſeveral 
correſpondents, and giving freſh orders; 
the houſekeeper of a family of condition. 
returning to town to prepare for the 
reception of the more conſequential | 
perſonages of it; and a young lawyer 
who had been ſpending the vacation 
with his friends in a more northern. 
county: and as each member of this. 
little: 
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little ſociety had peculiar cares and con- 
cerns, which were by turns the ſubjects 
of their converſation, I was left to the 
undiſturbed contemplation of my own. 
fituation, the deſperate ſtate of which 
preſented itſelf to me in all the forms of 
horror, 

For ſome hours the apprehenſion of 
meeting ſome perſon to whom I might 
be known, and who would convey to my 
father the intelligence of my flight, 
filled me with the moſt dreadful ap- 
prehenſions; but theſe abated as the 
diſtance increaſed, and gave way to re- 
flections ſtill more alarming, on the raſh 
ſtop which I had ſo haſtily taken, and 
the fatal conſequences which were too 
likely to follow my deſertion of my na- 
tural protector, and my launching upon 
the troubled ocean of the world without 
| (kill, 


nn. 


tkill, experience, a guide, or a pilot to 
direct me to a port, where I miglt find 
ſhelter from ſtorms, of which I now, 
too jate, diſcovered the danger. 

And as I drew nearer to the metro- 
polis, my fears, my anxieties, my terrors 
| Increaſed, I mult go unknown and unac- 
companied to a common Inn; I had no 
friend to whom I could apply for advice, 
aſſiſtance, or even countenance; my 
forlorn and ſolitary appearance was more 
likely to excite contempt than pity, and 
I muſt be confidered either as an, outcaſt, 
renounced by my family for miſconduct, 
or a fupitive deſerting it under the gui- 
dance of unpardonable indiſcretion. 

At length the carriage ſtopped, and I 
was informed that we were at the end of 
our journey; at this moment how acute 
was the anguiſh of my mind—* To 
what 
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what part of the town do you go Ma- 
dam ?” was the queſtion of each 'of my 
fellow travellers—** Would you have a 
coach called Madam?“ „“ or will you 
walk into a room?” were thoſe of the 
attendants at the Inn, but they were 
alike unanſwered; I was equally at a 
loſs where to go, or how to diſpoſe of 
myſelf; the hurry and buſtle which ſur- 
rounded me increaſed my confuſion, and 
I ſhould have. fainted at the door of the 
coach, if the miſtreſs of the houſe had 
not kindly accoſted me, and in the 
language of tender and ſympathizing | 
civility, deſired to attend me into the 
houſe, where I ſhould be leſs expoſed to 
diſturbance and impertinent curioſity, 
than in the open Court Yard, which 
was already filled by an inquiſitive croud | 
ol gueſts, ſervants, and accidental paſ- 
ſengers. ä Had 
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Had the propoſal been of a leſs friendly 


nature, I was not in a condition to reſiſt, 
my ſpirits were in too ſcattered a ſtate 


to be eaſily collected, and I followed my 


obliging conductreſs into a little parlour 


behind the bar, where ſhe prevailed on 
me to a ſwallow a glaſs of wine, and 


intreating me to he compoſed, ſoothed 
my mind, by attributing the diſorder of 
my ſpirits to the. fatigue of travelling, 


and to the noiſe and hurry of a great 
capital. to which the e I had been 
unuſed. 

The refreſhment of a diſh of tea which 
the now recommended to me, completed 
my recovery to recollection and con- 


fideration, and as I had abundant reaſon 


to be pleaſed with the manners of my 
hoſteſs, I determined to gain from her 
the intelligence I wanted, as to the time 
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and manner in which I ſhould purſue my 
journey to Portſmouth, and at all events 
to remain where I was, whilſt I ſhould 
continue in London. 
1 accordingly requeſted "oY to order 
a bed for me in the quieteſt part of the 
houſe, which ſhe prudently directed to 
be prepared in the room next to that in 
which ſhe herſelf ſlept, and on my hint- 
ing an apprehenfion, that my remaining 
in her parlour might interrupt her bu- 
ſineſs, ſhe very obligingly intreated me 
not to give myſelf any uneaſineſs on that 
account, as ſhe apprehended it would be 
more comfortable and more convenient 
for me to accept even her company than 
to be quite alone, | 
And when on the evening of the next 
day, I was to take my place in a Stage 
for Portſmouth at the Weſt end of the 
Town, 


:!!! NH As 


Town, the good woman inſiſted on my 
Permitting her to accompany me to the 
Inn, and with the moſt humane attention 
waited with me till the departure of the 
carriage, and by the moſt reſpectful 
aſſiduities endeavored to remove the im- 
preſſions, which my unprotected con- 
dition might have made to my diſad- 
vantage. e 
The following day at noon I arrived 
at Portſmouth, and before I quitted the 
coach enquired of the perſon who came 
to open the door, whether the Regiment 
in which my lover ſerved, was in the 
barracks, or quartered in the town, a 
circumſtance which he had omitted. to 
mention in his Letters. 
But what was my ſituation, when in 
anſwer to this queſtion, I was informed 
that the Regiment after which I en- 
quired, 
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quired, had failed the preceding morn- 
ing the moment I received the fatal 
intelligence, I fell ſenſeleſs into the arms 
of the paſſenger who ſat oppoſite to me, 
and, as I learnt afterwards, was in that 
condition conveyed to a bed, in which 
at the end of eight days I , to 
reaſon, 

As my appearance did not beſpeak 
neceſſity, I was attended by an Apo- 
thecary and Phyſician, and a nurſe was 
provided by the people of the houſe, 
of whom in the firſt interval of delirium, 
I learnt my fituation, and realized the 
dream of horror, which had driven- me 
to diſtraction. 

The moment my ſtrength would per- 
mit, I removed to a lodging in a private 
houſe, having firſt diſcharged all my 
Pills at the Inn, as well as the fees of the 

| Phyſician, 
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Phyſician, and the demands of the Apo- 
thecary; but by theſe payments my 
purſe was ſo nearly exhauſted, that I was 
obliged to have recourſe to ſome of the 
little perſonal ornaments which happily 
for my preſent exigency, had been the 
companions of my flight, and theſe were 
converted into money by the woman of 
the houſe in which I lodged, who being 
acquainted with the circumſtance of my 
illneſs, and the expence with which it 
was attended, was at no loſs to account. 
for the neceſſity which compelled me to 
part with my jewels. 

But this was not a place where I could 
remain, even the ſupplies thus raiſed 
would ſoon fail, and I muſt be reduced 
to want, without even the poſlibility of 
relief; it became neceſſary therefore that 
1 e determine on ſome plan, which 
I might 
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I might adopt when my recovery ſhould 
be ſo far advanced as to permit me to 
put it in execution. 
And after the moſt anxious conſi- 
deration, two methods only preſented 
themſelves, by which there was any 
probability of my being reſcued from 
wretchedneſs and deſpair; and theſe were, 
either my immediate return to my father, 
and the ſolicitation of his pardon; or an 
application to my friend, the compaſ- 
ſionate hoſteſs in London, for her aſſiſt - 
ance to place me in a way to eke out by 
ſome employment the little matters which 
yet remained undiſpoſed of, till the re- 
turn of him from whom [I might expect 
protection and ſupport. 
And as each of theſe propoſitions was 
burthened with difficulties and doubts, 


my determination remained a long time 


Vor. III. H ſuſpended, 
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ſuſpended, nar was it made till I was 


urged by conſideratians of a nature ſu- 
perior to pecuniary ſtraits; apprehenſions 
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founded on fome not very diſtant hints 


from my landlady, that my reputation 

was in danger of being called in queſtion. 
|  Rovzed by theſe inſinuatians to a ſenſe 
of the riſque I ſhould incur by a longer 
Nay at Portſmouth, I reſolved to throw 
muy ſelf at the feet, of my father, but not 


till I had communicated the outlines of 


my ſtory to my friend in the metropolis, 
and ſounded her as to the likelihood of 
my being able to provide for myſelf 
through her recommendation, by the 
application of any talent or accompliſh- 
ment, which I poſſeſſed, or had acquired. 
And to this end I took my paſſage in 
che ſame ſtage which had brought me to 
Portſmouth; and the moment of is 
arrival 
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arrival in town was conveyed in a hack- 
ney coach to the habitation of my friend, 
who gave me a kind and pleaſing re- 
ception, and having heard with attention 
as much of my little hiſtory, as I thought 
it neceſſary to diſcloſe, accepted without 
heſitation the offices I earneſtly intreated 
her to undertake of my director and 
adviſer ; . and in diſcharging the duties of 
them, fo thoroughly convinced me of 
the impropriety of my attempting to fix 
my reſidence in London, and the folly, 
imprudence, and little probability of 


fſucceſs which marked the ſcheme of 


engaging in any employment for my 
ſupport, that I determined to return to 
N., and endeavor by a fair and candid 
repreſentation of the motives which had 
influenced me in my elopement, and an 
open and undiſguiſed confeſſion of the 
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| Nate of my heart, to obtain the forgive- 
neſs of my father for the breach of duty 
which 1 had committed, and his pro- 
tection againſt the artful and intereſted 
defigns of my mother in law, whoſe 
views he would be at no loſs to diſcover, 
when he reflected on the general tenor 
of her conduct, and her particular de- 
portment towards Captain Morcombe, 
In purſuance of this reſolution, I once 
more embarked in the ſtage coach for 
N—, with an intent however of being 
ſet down at the houſe of an old ſervant 
.of my mother's, who was married and 
ſettled in a farm about three miles ſhort 
of-the town, and who having had the 
care of me in my infancy, had ever 
entertained for me the moſt affectionate 


ard. 
: To 
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To this kind, and faithful creature, 


-  T communicated my intentions, and ac- 


cepted her ready offer of an Aſylum, 
whilſt I ſhould try the expedient of an 
application to my father, a meaſure from 
which, though it met her approbation, 
ſhe- had leſs. hope of ſucceſs than even 
my apprehenſions had permitted me to 
form; the reports which had been cir- 
5 culated by my mother in law, being of 
a nature to prove, that my father muſt 
have been prejudiced againſt me by every 
ſuggeſtion which malevolence could raiſe, 

and envy enforce. | 
Nor were her fears ill founded---in 
reply to a letter containing ſuch a ſtate 
of facts as I flattered myſelf wöuld have 
excited. the compaſſion of my hitherto | 
kind parent, I received an anſwer which 
H 3 harrowed 
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| karrowed up my ſoul, and nearly de- 
prived me of my ſenſes a ſeeond time. 

I was accuſed by my deluded father 
of having forfeited all pretenſions to his 
favor, protection, and parental regard; 
by having wickedly ſtrayed from the 
paths of virtue, by having openly co- 
habited with the man whoſe honorable 
addreſſes I had formerly received, with- 
out the leaſt ſenſe of ſhame, or regard to 
-deceney, for ſeveral weeks before his 
.embarkation ;' and by having continued 
.the fame abandoned courſe, after being- 
rejected, and caſt off by him to whom I 

Rad ſacrificed my honor and reputation--- 
4% was told that my name was marked with 
inſamy, and my behaviour the public 
theme of reproachful cenſure; that 1 
eould never be received, viſited, or even 
noticed/by my former acquaintance, nor 

| acknowledged 
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acknowledged by thoſe whoſe affinity to 
me was their only diſgrace. 

In vain did I ſolicit enquiries into the 
truth of theſe baſe and unfounde& 
charges, and equally vain were my 
aſſertions that I could bring the cleareſt, 


the moſt inconteſtible proofs of my in- 


| nocence ; my intreaties, and my pro- 
teſtations were treated alike with con- 
tempt, and the only indulgence 1 could. 
obtain from 'my implacable father, was 
an offer to ſupply me with a ſinall annual 
ſum for my ſupport, if I would retire to 
the continent, and fix my reſidence in 
a convent ; and that on my compliance 
with this ſtipulation, he would furniſh 
me with a letter to a friend of his in 
London, who would take upon himſelf 
to provide ſuch a ſettlement for me, and 
the. means of my conveyance to it. - 
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In my preſent melancholy circum- 
ſtances, my reputation cruelly blaſted, 
and all hope of reconciliation with my 
father at an end, no propoſal could have 
been more acceptable to me; I therefore 
embraced it without heſitation, and 
taking leave of my preſent benefactreſs, 
after engaging her to acquaint me from 
time to time with the ſtate of my father's 
health, and to inform me of any changes 
that might happen at N. —, by which 
my intereſt might be in any way affected, 
for which purpoſe I was to furniſh her 
with my addreſs as ſoon as I ſhould 
arrive at the place which ſhould be deſ- 
tined for my reſidence; I returned to 
the capital, and in about three weeks 
removed to a convent at Abbeville in 
Picardy, to the principal of which, my 
father's friend, a e of reſpect- 
ability, 


R U L., It: AN Ay 153 


ability, had procured me a proper re- 
commendation. | 
Here 1 remained, uninterrupted: by 
any additional weight to my afflictions 
for near two years, when all my miſ- 
fortunes were aggravated by accounts 
received from a young Lady, who re- 
turning from the convent to her friends | 
in England, I had requeſted to make; 
enquiries after my lover; accounts with 
which it is unneceſſary to trouble you, 
but which were equally mortifying to 
my love, my pride, and my ſenſibility. 
After this ſhock, nothing but religious 
ſcruples would have prevented my tak- 
ing up my everlaſting abode within the 
walls of this convent; and theſe I am 
apprehenſive would at length have given 
way to my increaſing melancholy, if I 
had not been rouzed from my depreſſion, . 
5 
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by intelligence received from my old 
friend near N=, that my father's mar- 
Tiage had indeed proved moſt unfor- 
tunate to him; that the extravagance of 
his wife, had ſo embarraſſed his affairs, 
that he had. been: obliged to quit his 
profeſſional employment, and retire to: 
ſome diſtant part of. the kingdom, but 
- where ſhe had been / unable to diſcover; 
but that he was unaccompanied by his 
wife, whoſe behaviour had long been the 
ſource of great uneaſineſs to him, and 
who, on this occaſion, actually deſerted 
him, and lived openly on the moſt ſean · 
dalous terms, with an Officer who had 
acquired a conſiderable fortune in the 
ſervice of the Eaſt India Company, and 
no reſided at a ſeat he had l FE 
en miles from N—. 


Alarmed 
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Alarmed at this repreſentation of my 


futher's misfortunes, and apprehenſive 3 


that the continuance of my penſion 
might increaſe his diſtreſs, I determined 
to quit my preſent peaceful-abode, and | 
endeavor to prevent the neceſſity. of my 
continuing burthenſome to him, by ex- 
erting my induſtry for my own ſupport; 
and without: taking a-final-leave of the 
ſiſterhood, to whom it might yet be 
neceſſary to return, if my intentions 
| ſhould fail of ſueceſs, I took the op- 
portunity of returning to England with 
a Penſioner who had completed her edu- 
cation, and whoſe parents had requeſted 
the Abbeſs to put her under the care of · 
any perſon Who might have occaſion to 
take the voyage, and on whoſe attention 
to the charge ſhe could venture to rely. 
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On my arrival in London I was kindly 
ſolicited to remain with my ward as long 
as my occaſions ſhould require my ſtay 
in town, an invitation which I gladly 
accepted, as it prevented my being ex- 
| poſed to a fituation, the fatal conſe. 
quences .of which I had experienced from 
my involuntary refidence in the ſame 

ſolitary way at Portſmouth. 

And now it occurred to me, that my 
father's brother, who was a Clergyman, 
had a living, the name of which I re- 
collected, about twenty miles from Lon- 
don; and though I had never ſeen this 
'relation, nor had my father. from the 
time of his firſt marriage, I did not think 
At improbable that I might, through him, 
diſcover the retreat of my parent, or 
that my tale might ſo far excite his com- 
paſſion, that he might countenance me 
in 
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in my endeavors to provide for my. 
future maintenance; and as I appre- 
hended a perſonal application would be 
moſt likely to ſucceed, I acquainted the 
family who obligingly entertained me, 
with my intention to viſit an uncle in 
Hertfordſhire, and the road of one of 
the Northern Stages lying through the 
Village, I took my paſſage in it the next 
morning. | | 

But my ſhort acquaintance with the 
world had produced a ſeries of diſap- 
pointments, and on this occaſion my 
evil genius again prevailed ; for on my 
arrival at the ſuppoſed reſidence of my 


- * uncle, I found he had been dead near 


two years, and had left a worthy widow 

in circumſtances far from affluent. 
To this repreſentative of my relation, 
of whoſe diſpoſition the Village intel- 
ligence 
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ligence had taught me to form the moſt 
favorable opinion, 1 obtained a direction, 
which. led me to the houſe of Lord 
, where I. was received by this moſt. 
excellent woman with a degree of ten- 


derneſs and humanity, which I. ſhall ever 


remember: with the higheſt, the ſincereſt 
| gratitude: on my relating to her the 
ſtory of my misfortunes, ſhe told me, it 
was too artleſs to be deceitful; and on 
my offering to corroborate my relation 
by proof, ſhe kindly and compaſſionately 
declared, that the propoſition affected 
her mind with conviction, 
And with all the warmth of actual 
affinity did this more than nominal re- 
lation enter into my affairs, and intereſt 
herſelf in my welfare, ſo that by this 
favorable interpoũtion of providence, I. 
was no longer friendleſs, or forlorn. 
be But 


xy vr D I A w A 159 


N But all our endeavors to trace the 
reſidence of my father proving ineffectual, 
and no opportunity offering of my being; 
ſettled, either comfortably or advanta- 
geouſly, it was her opinion that I ſhould 
return to the convent, where my penſion 
would continue to be paid, unleſs I could, 
by finding my parent, put à ſtop to it, 
till that event, of: which ſhe would. not 
loſe fight, ſhould take place, or till ſhe. 
could procure for. me an. . 
ſuited to her wiſhes. Te” 
And with this advice I. immediately 
complied;. and once more put myſelf 
under the protection of the holy ſiſters at 
Abbeville, to: whom however I now 
thought it. neceſfary. to declare that I 
faould never have any nearer: intereſt in 
that community, than l could hold as a 
Penfioner, who would be in conftant 
expectation 
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which I had hitherto ſuſfered ſo ſeverely. 


an 


expectation of being called into the 
world, which ſhe had neither power or 
inclination to renounce. 

And there I remained without gaining 


any intelligence of my father, or any 
material alteration in my circumſtances, 


except that my mind was conſiderably 
relieved by the ſoothing and conſolatory 
letters of my truly affectionate aunt, till 


about a week before 1 had the honor of 


being introduced to you, when I received 
a ſummons from this excellent and at- 
tentive friend to haſten to England, that 


3 might be ready to avail myſelf of an 
opportunity which ſhe had great reaſon 


to hope would ſoon preſent itſelf, of 


placing r me in a ſituation where 1 ſhould 


be no longer expoſed to the ſtorms by 


With 
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With the ſequel, Madam, you are per- 
fectly acquainted, and unleſs my im- 
prudence, which I ſeek not to conceal, 
nor mean to extenuate, ſhall unhappily 
preponderate againſt my zeal, aſſiduity, 
gratitude, and, permit me to add, 
humble and reſpe&ful affection, my 
preſent ſtation will afford me all the 
happineſs I can ever hope or wiſh#to 
experience or this ſide the grave, for 
your protection will ſhield me from the 
reproaches of the world, and your kind 
and condeſcending notice will reſcue 
mee from the anguiſh of my own too keen 
and pungent reflections. 

Such, my Louiſa, is the Hiſtory of 
Alicia Mercer—innocent, unfortunate 
ſufferer ! perſecuted into imprudence, 
and puniſhed for an almoſt involuntary 
deviation from the ſtrict and rigid rule 
of 
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of propriety, her virtue untainted, her 
mind unſullied, her judgment unwarped, 
with the loſs of fortune, friends, and 
even reputation itſelf: unhappy too in 
her love, her affections placed on. a 
faithleſs, or unworthy object ; what ac- 
cumulated misfortune !---Yet, I thank. 
God, ſhe 1 is not friendleſs, the worthy | 
Mrs. Mercer, though unallied to her in 
affinity, extends her maternal arms to 
raiſe her from diſtreſs and: deſpair— 
bountiful heaven has enabled me too to 
befriend her, nor will J loſe the advan- 
tage of the diſtinguithed privilege. 
But I am totally at a. loſs. how to diſ- 
poſe of my charge ſne is no longer my 
fervant, honor, generoſity, and pride, 


revolt at the idea- I dare not offer to 
pay her penſion in a convent, the pro- 
5 5 poſal would be indelicate and humi- 
lating ; 
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hating ; and though I ſhould be thrice 
happy in a companion ſo amiable and 
edifying, my ſituation forbids my ſo- 
liciting her continuance with me on the 
ſcore of friendſhip : ſince I have been 
acquainted with her Hiſtory, that is, 
ſince we, have been at this place, I have 
_ contrived that, under pretence of indiſ- 
poſition, ſhe ſhall take her meals in our 
apartment, the ruddy houſemaid I have 
engaged in a cloſe and ready attendance 
on her; in Groſvenor-Square ſhe was 
with her aunt, here, but for this ma- 
nagement, ſhe muſt have mingled with 
the ſervants, a degradation to which her 
humility would have patiently ſubmit- 
ted, though the very thoughts of its 
being poſlible that ſhe might have been 

expoſed to it, fill me with horror. 
ids By 


OE . 
By the bye, Louiſa, you and I, and a 
hundred other perſons that I could name 
in the liſt of ſuppoſed unfortunates, are 
poor creatures when compared to this 
heroic, yet gentle ſpirited girl; you, till 
the miſts diſperſed, were diſappointed in 
worldly expectations, and croſſed in an 
affair of the heart; my circumſtances. 
were reduced, I had tumbled a little 
way down from my ſphere, and my 
tender engagement had been ſuppoſed 
to be diſſolved by the Almighty fiat--- 
but we had each a parent, friends, con- 
nections, and above all, our reputations 
ſtood unſullied by the lighteſt breath 
even of cenſure, yet we, with all theſe 
comforts in the ſcale to weigh againſt 
our misfortunes, arraigned the mercy, 
if not the juſtice of heaven, and ſinking 
into deſpondency, Nelged without a. 
_ _ ſtruggle 


L rf ri W ¶ a 


, ſtruggle to melancholy and deſpair, 
under the ſpecious pretext of reſignation, 
turning our backs on the conſolation 
which reaſon and religion held out to us, 
and preferring the gloom of unavailing 
ſorrow, to the means which offered of 
| avoiding, or turning the keen edge of 
reflection. 

Not ſo the more unfortunate Alicia 
Mercer oppreſſed by the cruelty of a 
ſtep-mother—the protection of her fa- 
ther withheld from her by crafty: ſug- 
geſtions---foiled in her attempts to eſ- 
cape perſecution---the man who poſſeſſed 
her heart fickle or baſe---and all theſe 
evils aggravated to the extremity of 
human ſuffering, by the moſt baſe and 
groundleſs calumnies----yet does this 
innocent victim of inſatiable malice, 
with A magnanimity unparalelled, and 
a ſpirit 
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a ſpirit of forgiveneſs moſt exemplary, 
tear herſelf from the calm retreat of ſor- 
row for the purpoſe of endeavoring to 
miniſter comfort to the parent who had 
renounced her, and engage in fcenes of 
| life as much beneath her condition as 
her merit, with a hope of leſſening his 
burthen of affliction, by eaſing him of 

the weight of her lender ſupport. 
And fuch being the difference, is it 
extraordinary that I ſhould look up to 
her with wonder and reſpect? yet is ſhe 
teſs the ſubject of my admiration than 
of my eſteem---will my Louiſa be of- 
fended, if I ſay, of my affection ?---ſo 
gentle, ſo timid, ſo humble, ſo un- 


affectedly obliging is ſhe, that my ſoul 


claims her, and my heart receives her, 
as a ſiſter in misfortune, 


As 
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As ſoon as we return to town I intend 
to watch a favorable opportunity of 
acquainting my uncle with her Hiſtory, 
and it is not impoſſible but his bene- 
volent ſpirit may ſuggeſt ſome plan of 
a little proviſion for her out of the di- 
rect, or at leaſt the continued line of 
obligation. | 

TI have now performed my engage- 
ment, and attoned, I hope, for the diſ- 
appointment which drew from you 
that thort and angry note of which I 
hall not ſoon forget to make mention; 
as Lord H propoſes to prolong his 
ſtay here, you may probably receive a 
letter or two more, but not till you have 
an due form acknowledged the * of, 


Your. ever affectionate, 


Juliana MoNTEVILLE, 
__L&AT- 


— . 
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Laleham, 1 77 


5 T my Letter of yeſterday's date, A 


told my dear Louiſa that I had 
finiſhed the ſtory of Alicia Mercer, and 
ſo I myſelf at that time ſuppoſed, but I 
have now an addition to make to it, ſo 
full of wonder, and ſo replete with in- 


tereſt, that cannot reſiſt my impatience 
to complete the now pleaſing narrative. 


As the dear girl had been wholly 


_ confined to our apartment ſince we have 


been here, I laſt evening, towards the 
cloſe 
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Cloſe of the day, invited her to take a 
turn with me on the terrace, where I had 
no apprehenſion of our being interrupted, 
as Ileft Lord H— and Mr. Walſingham 


over a political pamphlet, which his lord- 
ſhip had juſt received from town. 


But we had hardly got the length of 
the walk, before my uncle diſcovered me 
from the window, and following me into 
the garden, called on me to return to the 
houſe, as the wind was cold, and he was 


apprehenſive 1 thould ſuffer from the 
evening expoſure. 


As I have ever made it a rule not bw 


withſtand the well intended ſolicitations 
of my friends, however they might op- 
poſe either my inclination or my opinion, 
I turned immediately, and as his Lord- 
ſhip and Mr, Walſingham ſeemed dif- 
poſed to continue their walk, I only 


TS BL 1 curtſy'd 
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<urtſy'd to them in my return towards 
the houſe, and thanked my uncle, who | 
told me I was a careleſs baggage, for his 
kind attention to my health. 

But at the inſtant they paſſed us, my 
companion was ſeized with a fit of trem- 
bling, which I imputed to her unexpected 
rencounter with Lord H—, and had juſt 
began to railly her on her cauſeleſs per- 
turbation, when ſhe ſunk lifeleſs on the 
graſs. 

I now, in my turn called aloud on his 
Lan and his friend, who. inſtantly 
returned, and the former haſtening to 
the hauſe for aſſiſtance, Mr. Walſingham 
endeavored to raiſe the ſtill ſenſeleſs Alicia 
from the ground, and to convey her to 
a ſeat, which was but a very few yards 
diſtant from the ſpot where ſhe fell. 
92 But 


% r 8 es: 


But what was my aſtoniſhment at 
hearing the affrighted Walfingham, as 
he attempted to lift her in his arms, 
exclaim, in accents of mingled terror and 
ſatisfaction, « gracious heaven! my 
daughter! Had a thunder-bolt transfixt 
me, I could not have been more firmly 
rivetted to the ſpot; all my faculties for- 
ſook me, and as the almoſt diſtracted 
father dropped on his knees by his now 

ſtruggling child, I fell involuntarily into 
the ſame poſture, and in mental and 
incoherent ejaculation offered my prayers 
and praiſes to the Almighty diſpenſer of 
mercy. 3 

At this moment Lord H--- rejoined 
us, attended by the ſervants with drops, 
ſmelling bottles and cordials, but the 
ſcene now before him was totally incom- 
prehenſible, nor were either of the parties 


"OM capable 
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capable of anſwering his frequently re- 
peate queſtions till the now recovering. 
Alicia, fixing her eyes on the ſtill kneel- 
ing and agonized Walſingham, attempt- 
ed to addreſs him, but having, with ex- 
treme difficulty, uttered the words,“ my 
dear father can you the remainder  * 
of the ſentence died on her lips, and ſhe 
again lay breathleſs at his feet. 

An -armed-chair was now procured, 
and ſhe was conveyed to the houſe, ſup- 
ported by her diſtracted father, whoſe. 
apprehenſions, for the life of his beloved 
.ard injured daughter, roſe to a height of 
terror which neither argument or Per- 


ſuaſion could combat. 

An A pothecary however being ſent for, | 
who declared that he did. not perceive 
the ſmalleſt degree of danger, and that 


in ſuch caſes, fainting was rather a favor- 
able 


LEASE TT. 
able circumſtance ; the violence of his 
fear ſubſided, and a vein being opened 
and proper medicines adminiſtered, ſhe 
was very ſoon in a condition to aſſure us 
of her ſafety, and to receive the bleſſings 
and embraces of her now happy father, 


and the congratulations of my uncle, my 


mother, and myſelf, 

But the Apothecary having prudemly 
cautioned her againſt any particular ex- 
ertion of her ſpirits, till ſhe had taken 
ſome reſt; ſhe yielded to his directions 
and the injunCtions of her friends, and 
retired to her apartment, leaving to me 
the pleaſing office of exchanging ex- 


planations with her yet anxious father. 
And as my uncle was much affected, 
by this very intereſting event, I obtained 
the permiſſion of Mr. Walfingham (or 
as I muſt in future call him Dr. Mercer) 
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to relate the ftory which was yet freſh in 
my memory; in the recital of which I 
omitted ſuch parts as 1 apprehended 
would be painful to him, and dwelt on 
thoſe which tended to eſtabliſh the purity | 
and filial duty and affection, of his very 
amiable daughter. 5 | 
But I had the ſatis faction to find that 
my endeavors on this head were. wholly 
_ vpnecefſary, her i innocence having been 


already acknowledged, and her character 

vindicated by the very diſturber of her 

peace and aſſaſſin of her reputation. 

Is From Dr. Mercer 1 learnt, that after 
the departure of his daughter to the con- 
tinent, the conduct of his wife became ſo 
openly notorious, that it was impoſſible 

even for him, partial as he admitted him- 
. ſelf, to be blind to her indiſcretions— 

that all his endeavors to reftrain the ex- 
travagance, 
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travagance, and correct the indecency of 
her behaviour, proving ineffectual, he 
had determined on x ſeparation; a for- 
mality whieh was rendered needleſs by 
her elopement from him at a moment 
when he was under the preſſure of mis- 
fortunes incurred by her miſcondut— 
_ that on the inveſtigation of his affairs, 
.his fortune appeared to be totally ex- 

| hauſted, —that unable to ſupport the 
united horrors of poverty and ( however 
unmerited) diſgrace, in the place where 
he had fo long lived in eredit and re- 
ſpect; he paid off his debts and, though 
earneſtly ſolicited by thoſe who knew 
and eſteemed him, to purſue his practice, 
to the ſure re-eſtabliſhment of his for- 
tunes, with ſomewhat leſs: than fifty 
pounds in the world, he left. N — 
and arriving in the Metropolis, applied 
| L 4. 1 to 
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to an old friend and fellow collegian for 


his advice, in the preſent exigency of his 
affairs — that by this Gentleman he was 


introduced to my Uncle, Who being juſt 


recovered from a ſlight paralytic attack, 
had been directed to ſeek the perfect re- 
eſtabliſnment of his health in the warmer 


climates of Europe, and was ſolicitous 


to engage as a companion for his journey, 
ſome Gentleman of education and cha- 


racter, and, if poſſible, of medical know- 
jedge — that he accompanied Lord H— 

to the ſouth of France, and at his return | 
was compelled, by him, to accept an en- 


gagement for the payment of an annual 


gratuity, though he earneſtly intreated 


permiſſion to rely on that friendſhip, in 


which, as the event has proved, he juſtly 


placed the moſt perfect confidence 
that he has continued on terms of the 


moſt 
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moſt perfect and friendly intimacy with 
his Lordſhip, ſpending the greateſt part 
of his time with him, though from mo- 
tives of delicacy that nobleman had de- 
clined inviting him to refide in his houſe, 
where he might, in that caſe, have been 
claſſed among his other domeſtic depen- 
dents---that about three months ago he 
had received intelligence of the death of 
his wife, who in the few days illneſs 
which preceded that event, had done the 
moſt complete juſtice to the injured cha- 
racter of her daughter in law, by im- 
puting the calumnious charges, by which 
her character had been ſo baſely attacked, 
to her own iniquitous invention, and the 
promulgation of them to inveteracy and 
malice which ſhe then acknowledged had 
their foundation in predominant envy-- 
8 the allo expreſſed great contrition, as 
15 | well 
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well on this account, as for the general 
impropriety of her conduct, and her in- 
gratitude to a fond and too indulgent 
huſband that he had purpoſed to go to 
his daughter at Abbeville, to eaſe her 
mind of the diſtreſs which the various 
eruelties inflicted on her muſt have oc- 
caſioned, and to reſtore to her the af - 
fectionate endearments of which ſhe had 
been ſo long and ſo cruelly deprived, 
but had been hitherto prevented by the 
ſituation of his affairs, and the difficulty 
of providing: an . bie 
ver been a eee vistor at W 
H. -s houſe, without knowing his wor- 
thy ſiſter in law, by his never having 
held any other intercourſe with his bro- 
ther than by letter, from the time of his 
_ * in un, and at- 
tributed 
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tributed his not being known by her, to 
the ſame cauſe, with the additional cir- 
- cumſtance of his having ceaſed to uſe a 
name which might otherwiſe. have. pro- 
duced an ecclairciflement, _ 
Nothing can equal. the belineloue of | 
Lord H--- on this happy: occaſion ; as 
ſoon as he- was- acquainted: with theſe 
1 intereſting circumſtances, he unſolicitedly 
ſent off his poſt chaiſe for Mrs. Mercer, 
that the good woman, Who has always 
ſtood high in his eſteem, may participate 
in the general joy, in the promotion of 
which ſhe has been the happy inſtru-- 
ment his Lordſhip has alſo kindly made , 
Dr. Mercer a preſent, for the lives of 
himſelf and Miſs Mercer, of a ſmall houſe 
which lately came into his hands by the 
expiration of a leaſe, and is a part of his 
| las eſtate. in Weſtminſter, and hag 
I. 6. offered 
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offered him for his "ELED) reſi * 
the uſe of a lodge in the Park of Mon- 
teville-Caſtle, which was formerly oc 
cupied by a great uncle his Lordſhip, 
a general officer, who having been muctr 
in ſervice, and having been accuſtomed! 
to camps and fortreſſes, rather choſe to 
reſide with two or three of his old ſer- 
vants in this building, which was erecteck 
at his expence and by his own direction, 
where he might enjoy his own pecu. 
larities without obſervation or inter- 
ruption ; than to accept apartments in 
tte Caſtle, where his politeneſs would 
not have permitted him to break in 
upon the eſtabhſhed forms of the family, 
nor his conformity to then have been 
agreeable to himſelf. 15 
Of this old gentleman, who reached 

che age of one huadredr and died about 
twenty 


„ 
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twenty years ago, my uncle ſpeaks 
highly, as an officer of diſtinguiſhed 
merit and abilities, and an entertaining 
chearful and benevolent old batchelor. 
His books, plans, arms, and the mi- 
litary part of his wardrobe, many gar- 
ments of which bear veſtiges of the | 
dangers which the wearer encountered, 
are yet remaining in the lodge, and at 
the earneſt requeſt of Dr. Mercer are 
Not to be removed. f 
I am now retiring to reſt, having 
| looked in upon the happy Alicia, whoſe 
{ſweet and undiſturbed ſleep, beſpeaks a 
mind reſtored to peace and compoſure 
I have intreated her father to admit 
me to the morning interview between 
him and his amiable daughter, and he 
has promiſed not to leave his apartment, 
till I give him a ſummons. Good night 
wy 
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my Louiſa, to-morrow-I ſhall continue 
my narrative of theſe felicitous pro- 


ceedings. 


Jvviana MoxrzvIILE. 
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| [ | In. Continuatiins I: a 
\ TEVER have T before revelled in: 
1E * ſuch luxury of tears, never have 
F before experiencd ſuch acute ſenſations. 


of ſympathetic pleaſure, as the interview 
of this morning has excited! 


About- 
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About half paſt eight the rattling of 
a carriage announced the arrival of Mrs. 
Mercer, whoſe readineſs to attend the 
call of her highly honored and reſpected 
Lord (for his Lordſhip's note aſſigned 
no particular reaſon for her journey, and 
the ſervant was injoined to be totally 
filent as to what had happened here): 
had induced her to deſire the carriage 
might be ready at day break, by which 
time ſhe was prepared to ſet out. 

As I thought it would be kind to- 
prepare her for a ſcene ſo unexpected, I 
had in the evening obtained Lord H--'s. 
permiſſion to acquaint her with the diſ- 


covery which had been made, as ſoon as 
1 ſhe ſhould reach this place, and: when 
the carriage ſtopped at the gate, I went 
down to the parlour, and bid one of the 
ſeryants let Mrs. Mercer know I wiſhed 

i ſpeak with her. My 


rn. 


My behaviour to this very deſerving 
woman, during the ſhort time I have 
had the honor to be at the head of his 
Lordſhip's houſehold, had been ſuch as 
I thought ſhe mefited. I have never in 
my life conſidered ſervitude as diſgrace- 
ful, nor conceived that the ſuperiority 5 
of command, conferred a right to ty- 
rannize ; much leſs could I hold in de- 
preciation, the virtuous ſtruggles of 
worth in diſtreſs, contending againſt the 
difficulties to which the moſt deſerving 
are too often expoſed, or treat with 
rudeneſs or diſreſpect thoſe whoſe leſs 
fortunate caſts in life, had placed them 
in a ſtate of ſubſerviency in itfelf ſuffi- 
ciently irkſome, without the cruel ag- 
Sravation of proud and inſolent con- 
e A | 
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The good woman therefore was wholly 
unaffected with ſurprize at my deſiring 
her to be ſeated, whilſt I ſhould open 
to her circumſtances in which ſhe would 
feel herſelf peculiarly intereſted, and 
the diſcloſure of which had been the 
occaſion of his Lordſhip's kindly ſend- 
ing for her to Laleham. 

Before 1 had quite got chrough the 
affecting relation; we were joined by 
Dr. Mercer, who hearing I was below, 
and being alſo acquainted with the arri- 
val of his ſiſter in law, had ſent to re- 
| queſt his admiſſion to offer the acknow- 

ledgments ſo juſtly due to the benevolent 
protectreſs of his forlorn and injured 
daughter. 

And having poured out his thanks 
and praiſes to this truly excellent 


woman, your Juliana could not without 
difhculty ' 
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difficulty eſcape the oppreſlive evlogies 
of this grateful pair, for the very inſig- 
nificant and wholly meritleſs part which 
had fallen to her ſhare, in the reſtoration. 
of comfort and * to chis amiable: 
family. FEED 1s 
At length however I was permitted to- 
viſit the expecting Alicia to whom I had 
before ſent a meſſage that I ſhould be 
with her in à fem mimutes, to conduct 
| her to friends, who waited with impati- 
ence to welcome her to their deareſt af- 
fections; nor could F eafily prevail on. 
her to. ſuſpend her curioſity to be in- 
formed what other friend, beſides her fa-. 
ther, could be ſolicitous for her welfare, 
or concerned in. her happineſs, till we 
reached the parlour. 

| Nor even then was her aunt obſerved 
by her ; for . ſhe was well aſſured, 


from: 
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from the tranſactions of the preceding 
day, that ſhe till held a place in the re- 
gar of her parent, yet ſhe knew not 
how perfectly ſhe was reſtored to his 
good opinion, or in how meritorious a 
light, he now ſaw that conduct, which 
had once eſtranged her from his boſom. 
The moment therefore that the yet 
diffident and trembling victim of malice 
entered the room, ſhe flew to her father. 
and throwing herſelf on her knees at his 
feet, in the moſt humble ſtrains of affec- 
ting intreaty, beſouglit him to forgiye 
her diſobedience, to pity her weakneſs, 
and to believe her proteſtations of inno- 


CTence. 


But this was not language to be en- 
dured by her conſcious parent, he too 
dropt on his knees and ſtraining to his 
heart, his unſpotted, amiable, forgiv- 


ing 
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ing daughter, he ſtruggled to implore 
her pardon for cruel, unnatural, unjuſt 
creduliry, in words to which his emo- 
tigns denied utterance.- 
The ſcene became now almoſt too 
| afieGting to be ſupported, Mrs. Mercer 
and myſelf joined our tears with thoſe of 
the more intereſted parties, and in a 


few minutes the ſtorm of mutual Joy 


ſubſided, and explanations took place 
conducive to the ſatisfaction of this 
again affeCtionate father, and his ever 
dutiful daughter. 

On Saturday we are to return to Groſ- 
venor Square, and I rejoice to hear that 
the intended ſettlement of all your par- 
ty in town on Monday, will give me ſo 
early an opportunity of introducing to 
you, an acquaintance worthy your eſ- 
teem. | 
| But 
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But I mean not to inſinuate that the 
pleaſure of our meeting will ariſe wholly 
from that expectation, nor even, ſincere 
warm and affectionate as it is, in my 
friendſhip for my Louiſa; from you I 
have no  concealments---my ſeparation 
from him whom my heart holds in ſtil] 
dearer regard, affects me with increaſed 
_ anxiety, nor, doubtful, uncertain, and, 
at the beſt, diſtant as are our proſpects, 
can | forbear to repine at being debarred 
from the pleaſure of his converſation, _ 
But this is a theme, which my preſent 

_ diſpoſition of mind forbids me to purſue, 
J have juſt been a witneſs to a diſpenſa- 
tion of providence little ſhort of a mira 
dle, how unjuſt then, as well as impo- 
litic, is the deſpair of 


Your 


JouLlaNa MoONTEVILLB. 
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WILLIAM FALCONER, ESQ 
7 o 
SIR JAMES DAVENAN r. 
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I dear Davenant will be pleaſed 
1 to hear that the party from Nor- 
mandy, are all fettled in Berkeley Square, 
for the Marquis de Suzaincourt, having 
luckily found a furniſhed Houſe within 
a few doors of that in which I had fixed 
my Afiatic friends, and in which I had 
alſo an apartment, the family, (for we do 

not admit of a diviſion) ſeparate only at 
night, when Madame de Suzaincourt 
receives as her ſleeping gueſts, the Mar- 


quis and myſelf, my own bed room be- 
ing 


ing at preſent occupied by the Chevalier 
de Beaudeſert and his Lady (with whoſe 
eventful hiſtory you will be entertained 
at your return to town) and the intended 
marchioneſs de Suzaincour, being accom- 
modated with a little management, in 
the ſame houſe. 

This happy couple are ſoon to ex- 
change their vows at the altar; a part of 
Miſs Charlton's vaſt fortune has been 
laid out in the purchaſe of a magnifi- 
cent houſe in Berkſhire, with a very con- 
ſiderable ſurrounding eſtate, and the laws 
yers are now buſily employed in prepar- 
ing ſettlements, which have principally 
in view the eſtabliſhments of a future fa- 
mily in this kingdom; the generoſity. of 
the Marquis bearing equal pace with his 
affection for the lovely Louiſa, no pre- 
cautions of that ſort are neceſſary on her 
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account. Indeed this nobleman appears 
to entertain ſo high an opinion of the 
Engliſh nation, that I am inclined to be- 
heve the ſtipulation of his intended wife, 
that he ſhould ſpend a conſiderable part 
of his time here, will in the event ap- 
pear to have been unneceſſary. 
My own'proſ] pects are ſtill in the ſame 
unpromiſing ſtate, Mr. Methold, who 
has honored my ſuit with his perfect ap- 
probation, has in vain endeavoured to 
lay a ſtate of my pretenſions before Lord 
H--- but that ſapercilious nobleman hes, 
with ſuch poſitive vehemence, declared 
that he will never liſten to the propoſi- 
tions of any commoner, however opulent 
his fortune or reſpectable his character, 
chat he has been compelled to abandon 
the attempt, from an apprehenſion that 
his perſiſting in it, might be prejudicial 

| ro 
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to the intereſts of my Juliana, who, with 
her mother, is now ſettled in the houſe 
of her uncle, where ſhe preſilies 3 at his 
table, and appears to have already made 
a very conſiderable progreſs. in obtaining 
his moſt affectionate regards. 

And to add to my chagrine I am, by 
the circumſtance of her preſent reſidence, 
precluded from viſiting the beloved of 
my heart, and am obliged to content 
myſelf with enjoying the happineſs of her 
converſation, by ſnatches of a few mi- 
nutes, as ſhe can eſcape the really fond 
vigilance of her uncle, for her friends in 
Berkeley Square, 

But as I do not find that this relation, 
is earneſt to diſpoſe of his neice, or that 
he has yet encouraged any particular 
Pretender to her hand, I endeavour to 


ſubmit to my preſent deſtiny with pati- 
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ence, and to wait for an event which, 
conſidering how far this man of dignity 


is advanced in life, and the ſhattered ſtate 
of his conſtitution, may not be ex- 


|  tremely diſtant, whenever that ſhall take 


place, as the only reſtraint he can then 
lay on my Juliana, wall be by the limita- 
tion of his fortune, I do not deſpair, of 
prevailing on the dear girl to forego Fif- 
teen Thoufand Pounds a year for love 


and a competency. 

Mean time I wiſh you would haſten 
your return to town, the affairs of the 
benefitted repreſentative of your uncle, 
muſt be by this time aranged, and your 
own (thanks to your good old ſteward). 
are always too well ordered to demand 
any particular attention. I ſicken at the 
preparations for the nuptials of the hap- 15 


Py marquis and his Louiſa, and am ſo | 
inca- 
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incapable of bearing my proper part in 
the active and joyous ſcene, that unleſs 
you come to my aſſiſtance, I ſhall be 
actually under the neceſſity of deſerting 
come then without delay to 
| Your truly affectionate, 

WILLIAM Fal coxkR. 


LETTER EXC: 
WILLIAM FALCONER, ESQ 
'F*- 


SIR JAMES DAVENAN Tr. 


Berkeley Square, 177 


HERE is a tide in the affairs of men, 
which taken in the flood leads on to for- 
tune,—So, lays the incomparable dra- 
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matic poet, but does not this ſame tide 
in ſome inſtances delude the unwary 
mariner to launch his back on its ſmooth 
and ſmiling ſurface, and then ſwelling 
into boiſterous waves, daſh the veſſel 
and his hopes on the mercileſs rocks; 
and in others, amidſt the roaring tempeſt 
and the foaming billow, waft him be- 
yond even his hopes in ſafety to the de- 
fired haven ? | 

Of the latter I ſhall give-you a caſe in 
point. I told you that my friend Web- 
ſter was in cloſe and dutiful attendance 
on his fick father, and from the time of 
my receiving that intelligence, ] heardno 
more of him, till in the laſt week he viſit- 
ed me at Richmond, and accounted tor 
his apparent neglect of me during a fort- 
| night or three weeks, by. informing me 
that he had made a ſhort tour on the con- 
tinent from whence he was J uſt returned, 


As 
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As he did not appear diſpoſed to be 
communicative, and ſeemed to be un- 


uſually gloomy and difpirited, J offered 


no enquiry into the occaſion of his jour- 
ney, but made my own affairs the topic 
_ of converſation ; and on my mentioning 
the ſituation of Miſs Monteville, to 
whom on our firſt arrival from Norman- 
dy he had been introduced, he aſked me 
if I thought there would be any im- 
propriety in his calling atLord M 
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to pay his reſpects to her ; to which I 
replied, none; on the contrary I was 


aſſured ſhe would be a very welcome 


viſitor to the Ladies, and as he made no 
pretenſions, by no means a diſagreeable 

one to his Lordſhip. 
And this day, as I was dreſſing to 
accompany my Norman friends to the 
K 3 Opera, 
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Opera, the name of Mr, Webſter was 
announced, and he followed the ſervant 
into the room with a countenance ſo 


expreſlive of ſenfations above choſe of 
ordinary ſatisfaqtion, that on his operiing 
with, © I am juſt come from Miſs 
| Monteville,” I am not abſolutely ſure 
that I did not feel a twinge at my heart, 


very different from thoſe emotions of 
friendſhip, which I had been accuſtomed 


to experience at the approach of my 


generous preſerver. 
Of this however I am certain, that I 


- deſired him to be ſeated in a manner too 


formal, and too cool to be unobſerved 
by him; for his countenance inſtantly 

fell, and he begged me to let him 
know if his viſit was ill-timed, as, in 


that caſe, he would repeat it when I 
ſhould be more at leiſure to enjoy the 


pleaſure 
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pleaſure he was perſwaded I ſhould re- 
ceive, from the communication of ſome 
circumſtances which promiſed him great 
and unexpected happineſs. 

Aſhamed of momentary ſuſpicions, 
and hurt at the reception I had given 
to him, who, at the riſque of his own life, 
had reſcued mine from the moſt immi- 
nent danger, and the whole tenor of 
whoſe conduct had recommended him 
with the ſtricteſi juſtice to my warm and 
affectionate eſteem ; I roſe, and taking 
his hand, conducted him to a chair, and 
with the moſt ſincere aſſurances of unaba- 
ted regard, intreated him not to delay a 
moment in giving me that ſatisfaction 
which any occurrence propitious to him 
would at all times afford me. ; 

His chagrine thus removed, he pro- 
ceeded to inform me, that previous to 

K 4 his 
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his embarkation to America he had been 
engaged to a young lady whoſe beauty 
he conſidered as her leaſt valuable ac- 
compliſhment, but that the orders for 
the regiments going on foreign ſervice 
had been fo ſudden, that it had been 
impoſſible to acquaint his father, of whoſe 
approbation he had little doubt, with 
the ſituation of his heart * and that as 
they were both young, it had been the 
wiſh of the Lady's parent, that their 
union ſhould be deferred till his return 
that ſometime after his arrival on the 
: American continent, he had received, 

through a channel which left no doubt 
of its authenticity, ſuch an account of 

the conduct and character of her on 
whom he had beſtowed his heart, as 

affected him with the moſt acute regret 
and concern that this account, which 
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in tenderneſs to the woman he had loved 

with the moſt fervent affection, had in- 

duced him to conceal'this part of his 

ſtory even from me, had driven him into 

that diſſipation which had involved him 

in diſtreſs and diſgrace---that upon his 

| - return to England from Aſia, he had 
| made particular enquiry into the truth of 
the charges which had been exhibited 
to him againſt his beloved miſtreſs, and 
had been convinced that the whole was 
a malicious fabrication, calculated to 
injure in the extreme, the moſt innocent 
and unoffending of human hbeings---that 
in the courſe of his enquiries he had 
learnt, that the object of them had in 
conſequence of this cruel and unjuſt at- 
tack on her reputation, retired to a con- 
vent in France ; that the family of her 


father had been broken up on account of 
1 ſome 
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ſome miſconduct of his wife, who was 
ſuppoſed to have invented and propagated 
the baſe and ſlanderous reports by which 
the reputation of her daughter-in-law had 
been ſo wantonly mangled ; and that he 
had abandoned his former place of reſi- 
dence, and was cither gone abroad, or 
retreated to ſome diſtant part of the 
| Kiogdom—that he had however diſco- | 
vered the name and ſituation of the con- 
vent in which this innocent and unfor- 
tunate creature had taken ſhelter, and 


had immediately viſited it, with the anxi- 


ous hope of prevfiling on her to ac- 
cept his hand, which he was now at 
liberty to offer ; the wife impoſed on him 
during his ſervice in America, baving 
fallen a ſacrifice to diſcaſes, incurred in a 
conſtant courſe of vice and intem perance— | 
that, upon his arrival at the convent, he 

| had 
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had the mortification to find himſelf to- 
tally diſappointed, the Lady of whom 
he was in purſuit, having. quitted it about 
ten days before he reached it, leaving no 


traces by which he could be guided "in 
the continuance of his ſearch after her—'_ 


that he had almoſt abandoned himſelf to 
deſpair, when this day, on being intro- 
duced to Miſs Monteville, he had the 
happineſs to find the beloved of his heart 


in the company of that Lady, and to 


learn that both ſhe and her worthy father 
were at preſent the gueſts of Lord 
H. | 


But if you wiſh to know the hiſtory of 


this Lady and her family, and the cir- 
cumſtances which brought about this 

happy and extraordinary meeting, and 
if you retain a grain of your uſual 


benevolent curioſity, your impatience 
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for the particulars will be on the wing; 
haſten to town, for not a word more will 
I communicate by letter, but that a 
marriage is to take place immediately, 
and for the more effectual juſtification 
of the Lady's abuſed and aſperſed cha- 
rater, to be ſolemnized in the town 
where Webſter made his addreſſes to her, 
and where ſhe formerly reſided with her 

5 father. 1 
As I do not believe that the trifling 
preſents J have with extreme dffiiculty 
been able to faſten upon this diſintereſted 
man, added to the principal and accu- 
mulation of Moranzebe's legacy, can 
amount to above Fifteen Thouſand 
Pounds, I ſhall contrive to convey Ten 
Thouſand Pounds more to the hands of 
his intended bride, ſo that he may re- 
eeive it as her marriage portion, and 
| more 
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more I would gladly do, but that I know 
I ſhould be repulſed in the attempt. 
Will my unfiniſhed ſtory ſerve as a 
ſpur to impel your ſpeedy return to town? 
I truſt it will, and this, and neither ma- 
lice or miſchief is the motive which ac- 
sse | 155 


Your ever faithful and affectionate, 
WILLIAM FALCONER, 


LET TE 


MISS CHARLTON 
„ 


Berkeley-Square, -.-" 34 

HILST I have a hand at liberty, 

let me employ it in aſſuring my 

dear Fanny, that though her ſituation 
1 prevents 


rn 1. 
prevents my enjoying the happineſs of 
her preſence on an approaching awful, 
and important occaſion, as well as that 
of my mother, whoſe excuſe I cannot 
refuſe to admit; yet I have not been 
unmindful of both my dear relations, 
but have with the fulleſt approbation of 
him, who having long poſſeſſed my heart 
will ſoon have' a title to my fortune, 
made ſuch a proviſion for my dear mo- 
ther, yourſelf, and your expected fa- 
mily, as will I truſt be perfectly ſatis- 
factory; and I mention this rather in 
honor to the moſt juſt and generous of 
mankind, than from any apprehenſions 
that either my mother or yourſelf would 
entertain ſuſpicions of my being wanting 
in filial or ſiſterly affection. 
My dear Juliana Monteville is {till in 
a ſtate of diſquietude, her uncle, though 
his 
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his apparent fondneſs now equals his 
former neglect, has ſolemnly enjoined 
her to baniſh from her heart whe deſerving 
Falconer, a taſk as impoſſible as it would 
be ungrateful ; and that unhappy lover 
who has hitherto ſupported himſelf 
againſt the cruelty of his fate by the 
hope of ſome fortunate change in his 
favor, is now driven to deſpair, by a 
new and unexpected attack, which 
threatens to deprive him of this laſt 
reſource of the unfortunate : poor Ju- 
liana has juſt now been commanded by 
her uncle to receive as a lover, a young 
Scottiſh nobleman, who he means to 
introduce to her as poſſeſſing his appro- 
bation, though he has not yet conde- 
ſcended even to mention to her his name. 
This is a ſevere blow, and the con- 
ſequence of it — to be the more 
incvitable, 
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inevitable, as his Lordſhip, by his un- 
uſual chearfulneſs appears to be highly 
_ elated with this offer, and has repeatedly 
aſſured his niece, that he.was thoroughly 
ſatisfied ſhe would concur with his 
wiſhes, not only without heſitation, but 
with the moſt full and perfect ſatis- 
faction, 

Such is the preſent ſituation of my 
diſtreſſed friend, as communicated to 
me by a note, in which ſhe earneſtly 
intreats me to come to her, and by my 
conſolatory advice to prepare her for the 
_ dreaded interview, which is to take place 
this evening; and this engagement of 
friendly duty muſt be my apology for 


my only adding the dutiful and af= 


fectionate regaras as due of my dear 


Fanny's 
Ever faithful Siſter, 
Lovisa CHARLTON. 


LETTER 11 
WILLIAM FALCONER, ESQ. 


T O 


SIR JAMES DAVENANT, 


Berkeley-Square, - 
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O ULD thou wert by me, 

Duavenant, that thou might'ſt 

by ſome friendly aſſault, a ſlap in the 

face, a tweak by the noſe, or ſo, convince 

me that I am awake yet if I dream, let 
me 


dream often ſo 

and never falſe. 
But as you are ablent, try and judge me 
by my narrative, and tell me, honeſtly 


tell me, whether I ſpeak of facts or 
ſhadows. | Early 


— „„. 


Early this morning I received a meſ- 
ſage from my father, purporting his wiſh 
to ſee me immediately, and on my ar- 
rival at his houſe, he told me that havin & 
Jately met with a particular friend of his, 
who was on terms of intimacy with Lord 
H—, he had prevailed on him to give 
a letter to that nobleman, which he 
wiſhed me to deliver into his own hand 
at ix this evening, when he was per- 
ſuaded J ſhould be admitted to him, 
though I ſhould refuſe, as he adviſed, 
to announce my name. 

As from particular circumſtances, I 
had leſs reaſon than ever to expect any 
indulgence from this rigid uncle of my 
Juliana, I ſolicited my father to let me 
know to whom I was indebted for this 


intended favor, but this communication 


he ſeemed diſinclined to 1 885 though 
he 
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he perſiſted in urging me to put an ex- 
pedient to the trial, Which in its failure 
could produce no diſagreeable conſe- 
quences. | 

That I might not appear to diſregard 
the intreaties of a worthy and truly af- 
fectionate father, nor obſtinately to give 
up even the moſt diſtant proſpect of 
removing the obſtacles which oppoſed 
my happineſs, I ſignified my intention to 
comply with his wiſhes, though they 
compelled me to act in contradiction to 
my own opinion, and ] returned to dreſs 
for this very extraordinary viſit. 

At the hour appointed, I drove to the 
door of his Lordſhip's houſe, and hav- 
ing previouſly directed my ſervants not 
to give my name, I informed the porter 
then I had a letter which I wiſhed to 
deliver into the hands of Lord H— 
f himſelf, | e 1 
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As my figure and equipage were re- 
ſpectable, my meſſage was immediately 
conveyed, and I was admitted to his 
Lordſhip's preſence without the delay of 
6 moment,  - 

On my delivering the letter, he ſur- 
veyed me with ſtrict, but polite atten- 
tion, and having deſired me to be ſeated, 
aſked my permiſſion to break the ſeal, 
and having peruſed the contents, he 
begged my excuſe for a few moments, 
and left me in the utmoſt perplexity, 
and in no ſmall degree of anxiety for 
the event of this extraordinary ſcene. 

He returned however in a few mi- 
nutes, leading in his hand my Juliana, 
and on my riſing at their entrance he 
preſented me to her with this, to me, 
totally incomprehenſible expreſſion— 
« this, Miſs Monteville, is Lord Ca- 

verdale, 
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verdale, the nobleman whom I have 
taken the liberty to recommend to your 
choice.“ 2 

The manners, the appearance, the 
dignity of this truly elegant and ve- 
nerable pcer, forbad my entertaining the 
moſt diſtant idea of his attempting to 
practice a pitiful joke on a Gentleman 
who could only have offended him by 
his attachment to that niece, who was 
the object of his own tendereſt affect- 
ions, and in his opinion worthy of ge- 
neral admiration ; much leſs could 1 
conceive that he meant to offer a direct 
inſult, which would only have been re- 
turned with contempt, and would have 
ſubjected him to the merited cenſure of 
every man of honor and ſentiment. 

Wholly at a laſs eyen for conjecture, 
and my Juliana apparently affected with 


an 


. 
an equal degree of aſtoniſhment, after a 
pauſe of a few moments, in which the 
poſlibility of ſome miſtake of the letter 
_ writer occurred to me, I was preparing 
to ſuggeſt: an apprehenſion of that ſort, 
when his Lordſhip deſiring us both to 
be ſeated, addreſſed himſelf firſt to me, 
and then to his niece, in the following 
terms. —© Your Lordſhip, and you, my 
dear Juliana, muſt pardon the little li- 
berty taken by your father, my Lord, 
and your uncle, Juliana, in concealing 
from you till the preſent moment a 
ſecret, which, I am convinced, nearly 
concerns the happineſs of you both ; the 
| concealment was a plan concerted be- 
tween us for the ſole purpoſe of taking 
proper meaſures for your future eſta- 
bliſhment, that on the diſcovery, no 
impediment might remain to retard your 
union. 


be 
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union. In the character of Mr, Fal- 
coner I was your Lordſhip's profeſſed 
enemy, in that of Lord Caverdale—I 
am your warm advocate—you will make 
allowances for the prejudices of birth, 
habit, and the conſciouſneſs of high 
deſcent; the family of Monteville has 
yielded to none in ſplendid alliances, 
Miſs Monteville is the repreſentative of 
that family, and ſince I have conſidered 
her as bearing that particular relation to 
me, I have entertained a wiſh that the 
name might not ſink in a plebeian con- 
nection; your father has lately ſucceeded, 
in right of his mother, to the Earldom of 
Forfar, a title rendered reſpectable by 
its antiquity, and ſtill more ſo by the 
characters of thoſe who from its early 
creation have worthily ſupported its 
honors, and moſt ſincerely do I con- 

+ gh gratulate 
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gratulate you on the acceſſion of ak 
to dignify virtues which are attributed 
to you by the concurrent voices of your 
relations, 1 25 friends, and your ac- 
quaintance.“ 

««_ Fearleſs of your ject mY Lady, 
whoſe merit and accompliſhments, no 
rank can exalt, I have by proper deeds 
conveyed to you and her my ſear and 
Park in Dorſetſhire, with eſtates ap- 
pendant of the yearly. value of three 
thouſand pounds, which 8 mean as a 
preſent on your marriage; my remainin 8 
eſtate, as well as that of your. father, we 
have ſertled with equal regard to the 
ſupport of the ritle, and to a proviſion. 
for other branches of a family ; ; and it 
ſhall go hard, but the honors I poſſeſs 
_ ſhall till flouriſh'i in a deſcendant from 
the houſe of Monteville,” | 


ee And 
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\nd nom nephew and niece, for 
| filent as are your tongues, your eyes are 
eloquent, F ſhall leave you to rejoice in 
the. events. which have ſo propitiouſſy 
opened the way to your mutual happi- 
neſs, whilſt 1 announce the pleafing ti- 
dings to Mrs. Monteville, who is yet 
| unacqusinted with this proſpect of the 
accompliſhment of her a and, 
I believe, her own wiſhes.” 7 
And the good old man //quitied the 
room before we were either of us ſufficĩ- 
ently recovered to offer even our acknow-- 
edgements for his kindneſs, and gene» 
| roſity. Nor did we regain the powers of 
utterance, till the overflowings of our 
hearts had found vent in tides of joy. 
It is now twelve at night, and J am 
_ returned from Grofrenor Square, 
entoprared even to ĩnebriety with my 
Voi. Hl. L good 
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ggooq fortune, and pleaſed to n 


with my intended uncle. 


And yet to ſpeak the truth, 1 am not 
ſo perletly ſatisfied; with the new title I 
. am; deſtined to bear. Lord Caverdale ! 
15 methinks William Falconer has a ſofter 

ſound, a my Juliana, tov— Juliana Falconer! 
delightful name] but down diſcontent ! 
am I not to be bleſt with my n ? 
what then are names or titles? 

And are theſe things ſo? Will a very 
few: days give me an unqueſtionable title 
10 the choiceſt gift of heaven? On the 
moſt, cool and calm, retroſpect, I have 
no-reafon. to ſuſpect deluſion or, delirium, 
or to doubt that next Thurſday will ren- 
der me the bappieſt of human beings. 

On that day are the worthy N 
FR Suzaincourt and his amiable Louiſa 
be united, n the ſame time, with the 
approbation 


? 
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approbation of Lord H., has my 


Juliana promiſed to join in the ratiſioa- 


tion of our often exchanged vows of 


eternal love and fidelity Fly | Davenanty 


on the _ of mung to wirneſs che 


felicity of —— 413 1 Fi 7 
Your unaltered fins, with anew: names 


of: 
IANS Ie” Son CAvERDALIE. 
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LETTER IIIA. 
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CCEPT yourſelf my revered friend, 
and diſtribute to your happily re- 


covered Lady, your daughter, your ſon, 


Li my 
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Suzaincoutt; the Marquis, his newly 


acquired bleſſing, the worthy Nobleman, 
known and beloved by me under the 


names of Caryl and Falconer, the pre- 


cious partner of his newly received! hos: 
nors, and her pious and bene 


; thaw« the cpngratulations of m__—_ 


warmly. attached to their | virtues, and 
not inſenſible to the diſtinguiſhed kind- 
neſs .by. Mbich he has been honored with 


the ſacred-and 1 invaluable. title of friend 


to each individual of this deſervedly 
happy ſociety; May every future hour 
of all your lives. bring wich ĩt increaſe of 


felicity, and may. your poſteriries>/emu- 
I:te characters as ref Nee as wed are. 
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Tour united promiſe to viſit in the 
enſuing ſpring the caſtle of Suzaincourt, 
is a cordial to ſpirits depreſfed by early 

ſorrow, and cheared only by the aid of 
religion, and the balmy comforts of 
friendſhip ; and on ſuch ſupports who 
ſhal-foruple'to rely? you have all taſted 
of eccafional diſtreſs, and have experien- 
cod the inefficacy of riches, power, and 
honors to refiſt the ſtorms of adverſity, 
or ſtem the torrent -of misfortune ; but 
you have never in vain ſolicited. the pro- 
tection of the father of mercy, or called 
on him when he has refuſed to hear: you 
have felt the inſtability of warldly ad 
intereſted connections, and have diſcovered 
the vanity of untried or lightly placed 


confidence ; but you have enjoyed the 
bleſſings of well founded friendſhip, and 
the * conſolation of ſympathetic and 
| heartfelt 
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heartfelt pity. Profit then by the ænotv- 

ledge you have acquired, fear God, and 
cheriſh - your friend, ſo ſhall neicher | 
— be ee 
Bene rs; friend, J 
adieu! You are virtuous, and therefor 
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2 — — — 
Alfe the ſelleuing New and. EXTERTAINING 


NE, Hare been publiſhed this Seaſon : 


F 4s 


Arpaſi a, or the Wanderer, 3 vols. 1zmo. . price 
78. 4d. ſewed.- | 

Adventures. (curious and entertaining) of Anthony 
Varniſh, 3 vols. price 75. 6d. fewed. 

Francis, the Fhilanthropiſt, an unfaſbionable Tale, 
3 vols. price 7s. 6d. ſewedk. 


| | BN 1210. price 58. ſewed.. 


ſewed. TEES 
Melwin Dale, in a iſerter of Letters, 2 vols. 1210, 

price 58. ſewed. 
Balloon, or Aeroſtatic Spy, with the Adventures of 
an Aertal Traveller, z vols. iz mo- price 55. ſewed. 


Quaker, in a feries of Letters, 3 vols. amo. priet 


5$. bd ſewed. 
Woman of Quality, or Hiſtory of Arabella TA Ws 
2 vols. 12 mo. price 55. ſe wed. 


its very extenſive Sale; upwards of Twenty Tbouſand 


Theodofius and Arabella, in a ſeries of Letters, 2 vols. 


Warbeck, a Pathetick Tale, 2 vols. 1200. price 33. 
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